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S killed in Turkey clashes 

ANKARA l AFP) — Eight people were killed Friday 
in fighting between separatist Kurdish rebels and pru- 
go\emmcnl Kurdish guards in Turkey's troubled 
southeast, the Anatolia News Agency reported Satur- 
day. The clash broke out as rebels from the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKKi attacked a village in Ac 
province of Hakkari where Turkish. Iraqi and Iranian 
borders converge, it said. SU PK.K members and two 
government-paid Kurdish guards were killed. More 
than 26,000 people have been killed in PKK-related 
violence in southeast Turkey since N$4 when the 
rebels launched their armed campaign for a Kurdish 
homeland. The government-paid Kurdish guards, 
numbering around 60.000. play a v iul role in 
.Ankara's fight against the PKK. 
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says all parties have right 

in dialogue, air views' 


-• i. 


AMMANtJ.T,l — His 
Majesty Kih£ ^ Hossrih Sm- 
utday reaffinhed that die 
1997 geacrai' efccttons wift 
be held on schedule and 
suesteef that tkdogue with 
the govermnctu must 
involve all political shade* 
m the Kingdom. 

Speaking to 
auaidaiffthdopeniflgses- 
sion of tte “Indt^triaJ Policy 
Semina 1 and ^otmd Table" 
meeting ante RoyaTScfen- 
tific Society (RSS). the King 
said "parliamentary elec- 
tions constitute, an essentia! 
pan of dentocranc life. The 
I2ih parUnrnem has played 
its part and earned cut its 
duty during one of the most 
cntical phases of this coun- 
try's history.., Therefore we 
art: moving towards die 
corning general elections Tor. 
the hew parliament arid we 
wiU pursue the path we have, 
djosen.** 

On the question of dia- 
logue between the govern- 
ment and the opposition, Uie 
King said: “The dialogue's 
door is open but it should be 
held with ail groups because 
all groups have the right to 
participate in this dialogue 
and to express their views. 
And if they [the opposition] 
wish to do so, they are wel- 
come, but if they do not 
wish’ to take -pare in the dia- 
igue, the pwpfciyiH cfecidfe 
they ete a new ; par- 
liament." - 

Asked about his expecta- 
tions from LLS. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright’s 
visit to. the region, the King 
said: “We will wait and see. 
We remain optimistic 
because there is no other 
choice but peace, a just and 
comprehensive solution to 
the region's problems in a 
manner that would satisfy 
all sides.” 

During the meeting that 
was attended by HRH 
Crow u Prince Hassan and 
Jordanian and Japanese ofB- 



His Majesty King Hussein speaks at the Industrial Policy Seminar and Round Table meeting on Saturday. Also 
attending the meeting were His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, Prune Minister Abdul Saiam Majali and 
Deputy Prime Minister Andullah Ensour (See story on page 8) (Photo by Yousef Allan) 



rials and industrialists. King 
Hussein stressed that Jordan 
stands on a solid ground and 
is determined to consecrate 
efforts to serving peace and 
human relations. 

The meeting is part of the 
5th Scientific Week whiefa 
was initiated, by Crown 
Prince Hassan, the chairman 
of the ‘Higher: Council for 
Science -and Technology 
(HCST>, It aims at the inter-' 
action between die related 
industrial and technological 
fields in Jordan and Japan In 
order m -identify the King- 
dom’s needs, and die future 
direction of Jordan’s indus- 
tries. 

King Hussein praised 
Japan and said that tire Far- 
Eastern country “is an 
example to the world and 
has been certainly an exam- 
ple to us. He said that he 
hoped tirat Jordan would 
move away from narrow- 
mindedness and that Jorda- 


nians would not only look at 
tbeir domestic problems as 
if they were insurmountable. 
“Peace was very important 
to us here after a period of 
war and tremendous suffer- 
ing and hopefully it will be 
comprehensive in time, and 
we will do whatever we can 
to make it so. 

“i still do not find that we 
here have taken the steps 
'ffiat our friends took in 
Japan to benefit from peace 
is the sense that you set in 
your minds that the true vic- 
tory is seeking that way all 
ahead of others in terms of 
industry and of knowledge 
and standards,” the King 
said. 

“And we, as well as you, 
do not have many natural 
resources. Since the human 
being is the most important 
element of all.” 

Addressing the Japanese 
side at the seminar, the King 
said: “You successfully 


managed and achieved the 
greatest achievements that 
are our source of respect 
We are still running into dif- 
ficulties every now and 
then." Referring to the oppo- 
sition, the King added: “[We 
have] people who say they 
do not want to normalise 
and who do not want to take 
advantage of whar peace has 
offered." But he added that 
“Jordanians are ready to 
move in every field to close 
the gap between us and oth- 
ers to the benefit of all 
because you have healthy 
competition and you have a 
strong foundation on which 
you stand." 

“We ore at the start of the 
stage with the sceptics who 
like us to remain in our old 
mould and not to open up 
our minds and not to open 
up to die rest of die world. 

“You as government and 
people have achieved the 
miracle that won the highest 


respect of all generations 
and all peoples at all times.” 

He added: “I think that the 
size of a country does not 
matter, I think that other 
resources do not matter as 
much as human beings. We 
are still in the process.of try- 
ing to put our bouse in order 
and our thinking in order 
and to concentrate on the 
positive rather than the neg- 
ative, so we can achieve 
much in the future. 

“We are so proud of this 
relationship and friendship 
and mutual trust and confi- 
dence. We are thankful for 
you sharing with us your 
experiences and knowl- 
edge." 

Addressing the same ses- 
sion, Prince Hassan said that 
he thought the challenge 
was not to move industrial 
and technological experi- 
ence from Tokyo to 

(Continued on page 7) 


PNA delegation to visit U.S. ahead of Albright 
trip; Netanyahu, Arafat exchange accusations 


Combined agency 
: dispatches 

A PALESTINIAN delega- 
tion will go to Washington 
for talks ahead erf Q.S. Secre- 
tary of StaEe Madeleine 
Albright Yvisit to the Middle 
East next month, an aide of 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafeisaid Saturday. 

’There is a high level dele- 
gation which will visit Wash- 
ington before the, arrival of 
Secretary of State Albright in. 
the region," Mr. Arafat’s aide 
Nabil Abu Rudeina told 
Agence France Ptesse. 

He did not specify tie date 
of the . visit or who would 
matre’tiKtrip. . 

Msi Albright is to leave the 
ILS.on September 9 for her 
.first official visit to the Mid- 
rfle East, to indode Egypt. 
Israel,- -Jordan, . Syria and 
Saudi Ar abia. 

The. delegation aims “to 
create -tiie ' proper positive 
atmosphere ' to ensure the 
success- of Ms. Albright's 
visit,'’ Mr, Rudeina said. 

Meanwhile, Ml Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyontin . Netanyahu 
aocused each other of failing 
to hcmoorThes' commitments 
to. pesos ahead of Ms. 
Albright’s visiL 
In a telephone discussion 
with Ms. Albright, Mr. Arafat 
accused Israel of “not 
respecting the accords with 
the Palestinians,” the Pales- 
tinian news , agency WAFA ■ 
reported late Friday. 

During tbeir talks, Ms. 


IVo Isi^poIk^ four Patetoia^ injured in dash 

QAJLANDYA (AFP> — - Two Israeli poGce officers and four 
Palestinians were wounded on Saturday in clashes in the 
Palestinian refugee camp of Qalandya, sources on both 
'sides. said. Violence broke out when an Israeli police- van 
entered the camp, located in the northern West' Bank, in 
pursuit of a “suspect” PalMtiniaii vehicle. Two police offi- 
cers were’ lightly injured when Palestinian residents of the 
camp thr^ rocks idan attempt to block. the van. Police 
responded by firing^ rubber bollets, injuring four Palestini- 
ans, .who' were taken to hospital. Another Palestinian was 
arrested .by polict. an AFP correspondent reported. The 
snspect vetpcler was- able to enter the camp and dje driver 
fled oh foQt; Palestinian 'and Israeli sources said. 


. • \ 


Albright spoke of ways to 
advance the peace process, 
which has been frozefl*for 
more than five months, 
WAFA said. 

Ml Netanyahu, also speak- 
ing by phone to Ms. Allxight, 
accused the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) of 
not respecting “commit- 
ments in the sea of the fight 
against terrorism/’ his office 
said. 

The hardline premier has 
accused Mr. Arafat of failing 
to do enough to crack down 
on terrorism after a July 30 
suicide bombing in 
Jerusalem which killed 14 
Israelis and prompted Israel 
to slap crip p ling sanctions on 
the Palestinian territories. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s hawkish 
infrastructure minister, Ariel 
Sharon, said Saturday that 
Ms. Aihright’s first priority 
must be Israel's security. 

Mr. Sharon told state radio 
that the U.S. must “never for- 


get that Israel's security and 
very existence is the cardinal 
subjecL" 

But Mr. Sharon, who 
recently called Mr. Arafat a 
“war criminal” said he 
believed it was possible to 
reach an agreement with the 
Palestinians. 

“Mr. Arafat himself, in my 
opinion. With him it is impos- 
sible to reach peace,” Mr. 
Sharon told Israel Radio. 

He said die Palestinian side 
had “nor fulfilled any of the 
commitments it rook upon 
itself.” 

“I am for talks with all the 
Arab states and for reaching 
peace with all the Arab states. 
I am for peace talks with the 
Palestinians,” be said. 

Mr. Sharon, who opposed 
the landmark 1993 Israeli- 
Paiestinian interim deal said 
the government chose to 
uphold the Oslo accord but it 
needed “adjustments and 
corrections” 


Arafat says PNA to demand 
compensation for measures 


BETHLEHEM ( AFP) — 
The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) will 
demand compensation 
from Israel for economic 
losses caused by the 
month-long closure of 
the territories, PNA 
President Yasser Arafat 
said Saturday. 

“We will demand com- 
pensation for our losses 
in the entire West Bank, 
and especially in Bethle- 
hem where damaged, has 
been greater,” Mr. Arafat 
told a public meeting in 
the Biblical West Bank 
town. 

He also said tax funds 
withheld by Israel from 
the PNA as part of sanc- 
tions in the wake of a 
July 30 suicide bombing 
increase to some $85 
million at the end of 
August. 

“They are withholding 
now 340 million shekels 
[$97 million], and they 
have only returned 42 
milli on shekels [$12 
million],” he told the 
audience. 

Israel has imposed a 
closure on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip for 
four weeks preventing 
nearly 1 00,000 Pales - 
tin i ans from reaching 
jobs in Israel and cost- 


ing some $5 to $8 mil- 
lion dollars a day in 
losses. 

Israel also kept a spe- 
cific blockade on Beth- 
lehem, closing off all 
entrances to the town 
and its surrounding vil- 
lages for four weeks, 
until the siege was lifted 
last Wednesday. 

That blockade crippled 
Bethlehem's vital 

tourism sector, costing 
all sectors some $ 1 2 
million, according to 
Bethlehem mayor 
Hanna Nasser. 

In the same series of 
sanctions, Israel froze 
tax and customs moneys 
which it collects from 
Palestinians and is com- 
mitted to transfer 
monthly to the PNA. 

The original amount 
frozen was around $40 
million. Israel released 
$12 million of those 
funds earlier in August 
in an easing of the sanc- 
tions. 

But Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin 

Netanyahu has refused 
to lift the bulk of sanc- 
tions until Mr. Arafat 
made widescale arrests 
of Islamists who he says 
are pl anning further 
anti-Israeli attacks. 


Israel will not withdraw from 
W. Bank according to treaty 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
I AFP) — Israel said Satur- 
day that it would not go 
ahead with the next stage of 
redeployment from the Wes! 
Bank until the Palestinians 
crack down on Islamists in 
the self-rule territories. 

"There is no question of 
going ahead with any pull- 
back as long as the Palestin- 
ian {National] Authority 
refuses to wage the fight 
against terrorist organisa- 
tions in the territories under 
its control.” said David Bar- 
man. spokesman for Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Top ‘Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erakat said in a letter 
to Mr. Netanyahu that the 
withdrawal is scheduled to 
occur on September 7, under 
a U.S. -brokered agreement 
between the two sides. 

But Mr. Bar-ffian said that 


the September 7 date did not 
figure in the accord brokered 
in January for the withdraw- 
al of Israeli troops from most 
of the West Bank city of 
Hebron. 

"It only says that the rede- 
ployment from three rural 
zones of Judea and Samaria 
[West Bank] must finish by 
mid- 199$, on August I.” he 
said. 

Mr. Bar-] | Ian added that 
Mr. Netanyahu wonted to 
“dispense with these with- 
drawals" and concentrate 
efforts on a final status peace 
treaty' with the Palestinians. 

The final status talks, due 
to end by mid- 1999. are to 
confront the thorniest issues 
of the Isnieli-Palestinian 
conflict — the final status of 
Jerusalem and the Palestin- 
ian territories, and the fate of 
Jewish settlements and 
Palestinian refugees. 


The issue of the three- 
stage Israeli army w ithdraw- 
ol from ureas of the West 
Bunk w hich remain under its 
control laid out in the 1995 
interim accords, is one of the 
elements which has brought 
the peace process to a six- 
month standstill. 

The first stage of redeploy- 
ment ne\er occurred, w hen 
the Palestinians angrily 
rejected Israel's announced 
handover last March of nine 
per cent of the West Bank us 
too small. 

U.S. Secretary of State 

■ 

Madeleine Albright is to 
leave the United States on 
September 9 fur her first 
official Mideast tour, and 
Palestinian officials insisted 
Saturday that the pullback 
should happen before her 
arrival. 


Israeli opposition chief offers 
southern Lebanon initiative 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's 
opposition leader Ehud 
Barak Friday said U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright’s visit to the region 
should be used to renew an 
initiative to withdraw Israeli 
troops from Lebanon. 

“1 think when Albright goes 
to [the Syrian capita]] Dam- 
ascus we can turn to her with 
a renewed initiative for an 
Israeli-Lebanese agreement 
for a staged, supervised exit 
from Lebanon, slowly, with 
Syrian guarantees [and] with 
entry of the forces of the 
Lebanese army and an inter- 
national force,” Mr. Barak 
said. 

Mr. Barak presented his ini- 
tiative in an interview with 
Israel's Channel Two televi- 
sion. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said earlier Friday 
that Israel was far from leav- 
ing south Lebanon after a 
Moody August capped by a 
“friendly fire" incident 
Thursday in which four 
Israeli soldiers burned to 
death. 

"[If] we depart from 
Lebanon, Lebanon will enter 
us — if will reach the Galilee 


fence. And so we are far from 
finding a stable solution in 
Lebanon that will enable us 
to leave," Mr. Netanyahu told 
Israel's army radio. 

“We’ve tried for some time 
with the Americans to renew 
the political process berween 
U.S. and Syria which would 
certainly influence the situa- 
tion in Lebanon but I think it 
is preferable to wait until her 
arrival," Mr. Netanyahu told 
Israel television when asked 
if he would raise Lebanon 
with Ms. Albright. 

Israel has long appealed to 
Syria to use its influence to 
curb anti-Israel guerrillas in 
south Lebanon. Syria, Israel's 
arch-foe, is the main power 
broker in Lebanon with some 
35,000 troops stationed (here. 

Mr. Barak, a former army 
chief of staff who conducted 
negotiations with his Syrian 
counterpart under Israel's 
previous government, said in 
his plan that first Israel, 
Washington and Syria would 
have to agree to back the 
Lebanon initiative. 

Then would come “several 
weeks" of negotiations with 
Lebanon. After an agreement 
was reached. Israel would 


withdraw in stages from its 
15 kilometres wide occupa- 
tion zone. 

Mr. Barak said that, for 
instance, after quiet reigned 
in a selected area for three 
weeks Israel could leave iL 
The whole process, he said, 
could be accomplished in a 
number of months. 

Late Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin had said be 
thought a peace deal could be 
reached with Lebanon in nine 
months, but progress on a 
Lebanon deal foundered oxer 
Israel's negotiations with 
Syria. 

Damascus demands a foil 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights which Israel 
captured from Syria in 1967. 
In nearly five years of peace 
talks the sides failed to cut a 
deal. Peace talks have yet to 
resume under Mr. Netanyahu 
who took office in June 1996. 

Mr. Netanyahu is on record 
opposing a withdrawal from 
the strategic Heights. Rabin 
had said the extent of a pull- 
back would equal the extent 
of the peace, a formula 
backed by Mr. Barak. 


Mandela bids to ease Sudan-Uganda 
tensions after Garang rejects talks 


PRETORIA (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela will 
begin hosting Sunday a two- 
day summit between rival 
African presidents Omar AJ 
Bashir of Sudan and Uganda’s 
Yoweri Museveni in a bid to 
ease tensions berween the 
countries, official sources said 
here. 

South Africa's Foreign Min- 
istry described the presidential 
meeting, held at Khartoum's 
request, as a chance “to dis- 
cuss sensitive issues,” after 
hopes were dasbed of ho lding 
peace talks involving parties 
to Sudan's 14-year civil war. 

After meeting Thursday 
with Mr. Mandela here, 
Sudanese rebel chief John 
Garang dismissed the idea of 
sitting down with officials of 
the Khartoum leaders, whom 
he accused of being self-serv- 
ing. 

Instead, the discussions 
between Sudan and Uganda, 
who have traded accusations 
of supporting each other’s 
rebels, will be limited to 
improving ties between the 
two states, officials said. 

Planning of the summit — 
which will also include the 
participation of Zimbabwe 
Head of State Robert Mugabe 
who presides over the Organi- 
sation of African Unity 
(OAU) — has strained Preto- 
ria press relations. 


Mr. Mandela announced on 
August 19 that South Africa 
would host Sudanese peace 
talks involving Colonel 
Garang. General Bashir and 
Mr. Museveni, and his 
spokesman confirmed earlier 
this week that “everyone will 
be there.” 

The South African president 
Thursday blamed the media 
for going too far in its “specu- 
lation” about the summit 
Commentators, meanwhile 
said Col. Garang's pruning of 
the talks marked another set- 
back in Mr. Mandela's 
attempt to mediate Africa's 
many conflicts. 

South African Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman Marco Boni 
said Sunday's meeting was in 
line with Mr. Mandela's com- 
mitment to promoting dia- 
logue auspices of the seven- 
nation east African Intergov- 
ernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD). 

“It has been incorrectly per- 
ceived as a one-off attempt to 
persuade Col Garang to meet 
the Sudanese president," Mr. 
Boni said. “The conflict in 
Sudan has been a protracted 
one, and there are no instant 
solutions to the problem.” 

Ml Mandela called for a 
ceasefire and talks to end the 
Sudanese conflict after meet- 
ing with Gen. Bashir, who 
paid a surprise visit cm August 


12. The South African met 
Mr. Museveni in May during 
an official visiL 

Representatives of Uganda 
and Sudan have met several 
times, notably in a June 26 
summit in the Kenyan town of 
EkJoreei spearheaded by 
Kenyan President Daniel 
Arap Moi under the aegis of 
IGAD. 

The Islamic regime in Khar- 
toum has in recent months 
launched a broad diplomatic 
campaign to end its isolation 
by the international communi- 
ty, led by the United States. 

Khartoum has signed an 
accord with six smaller rebel 
movements from the coun- 
try's south, where mainly 
Christian and animist groups, 
including CoL Garang’s 
Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA). have waged 
war against the central gov- 
emmenL 

In July. Gen. Bashir also 
accepted terms of a 1994 
peace deal signed with Col 
Garang's movement which 
he had earlier rejected. The 
agreement allows the south a 
measure of future sovereignty. 

Kampala, which has in the 
past voiced moral support for 
Col Garang, earlier this 
month called die Sudanese 


(Continued on pageT) 







L 

1 


l 


• ■■ ■ ..*0 . i 


.P 

2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, August 31, 1997 




Syria seeks U.S. pressure 

1 ‘ 

on Israel to shift policy 

DAMASCUS (Ri — Syri- based on international t-iTT • fl • 

2TftS£e Minister legitimacy resolutions and £TJ enVOY 111 SWlft 

Mustafa Tlas has urged pushing Tel Aviv rulers to J J 

Washington before a Mid- accurate commitment to — ..... t •• 

die East trip by U.S. Secre- them and to resume peace -oVioG/l HT A | kfl ftrlf" T/IOll" 
[ary of State Madeleine talks from the poinr at ullCdu vl XxlUl 1 will Vlull 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syri- 
an Defence Minister 
Mustafa Tlas has urged 
Washington before a Mid- 
dle East trip by U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright to put pressure on 
Israel to change its poli- 
cies, official media said 
Saturday. 

Official newspapers said 
Ms. Albright's visit was 
“doomed to failure" if she 
did nor press Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to accept with- ■ 
drawal from the Golan = 
Heights, captured by Israel 
in 1967. 

“The world community 
perceives exactly that Israel 
alone is the side that blocks 
the peace process in the 
region. The U.S. adminis- 
tration should pressure Mr. 
Netanyahu to submit to the 
world community’s will," 
official media quoted Mr. 
Tlas as saying on Syria's 
navy day Friday. 

“Syria will not give up 
even a small portion of land 
and will not be frightened 
by threats.. .We will work 
for peace and fight against 
capitulation." he said. 

Ms. Albright is to make 
her first visit to the Middle 
East starting on Sepr. 9. 
The tour will last for a 
week and include Israel, 
the Palestinian self-rule ter- 
ritories. Egypt. Jordan. 
Syria and Saudi Arabia. 
“Everv effort that is not 


based on international 
legitimacy resolutions and 
pushing tel Aviv rulers to 
accurate commitment to 
them and to resume peace 
talks from the poinr at 
which they stopped and on 
the same bases of Madrid 
[Middle East conference in 
1991]. is doomed to fail- 
ure." the Syrian daily news- 
paper Tishreen said. 

“The government of 
Netanyahu, with world 
consensus, is the one halt- 
ing the progress of the 
peace process— and push- 
ing this process should be 
by pressuring Israeli rulers 
to stop their aggressive 
policies in the occupied 
lands, south Lebanon and 
the Golan." it said. 

Syrian-Israeli t alks 
ground to halt when Mr. 
Netanyahu, after becoming 
prime minister in 1996. 
rejected handing back the 
strategic Golan in return 
for peace with Syria. 

Syria wants full with- 
drawal. 

The previous Israeli 
Labour government said 
the scope of withdrawal 
would match the depth of 
peace. 

The English-language 
daily Syria Times said 
Labour had agreed to full 
withdrawal and the com- 
mitment was lodged with 
Washington. 

It said the U.S. and Ms. 
Albright should make sure 


DAMASCUS f AFP) — European Union (EU) envoy to 
the Middle East, Miguel Angel Moratinos. visited Syria 
on Saturday for talks on the stalled Arab-Israeli peace 
process ahead of a tour of the region by U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine AlbrigbL 

Me Moratinos and Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq 
. I Sharaa discussed the latest developments in the peace 
j process and “Israeli intransigence,” the official Syrian 
' news agency SANA said. - 

! The ELi envoy’s talks came 10 days ahead of the first ■ 
: official visit to the region by Ms. Albright, which will \ 
| take her to Israel, Syria, Jordan, Egypt, Saadi Arabia and 
: possibly Lebanon. 

i Mr. Moratinos told reporters here: “We hope that the 
• tour by Mrs. Albright in the Middle East will achieve a 
! big step on the road to peace.” i 

i He said the EU had “ideas” on how to break the dead- ! 
I lock in peace talks that it had discussed with the U.S.. and 1 
1 that the two sides should work as a team in resolving the ' 

| crisis. 

i Israel i-Paiestinian peace talks have been baited since 
March over Jewish settlement building in Arab east! 
JerusaJem. The crisis was exacerbated by a July 30 sui- 
; ride bombing in Jerusalem that left 16 dead and was fol- . 
j lowed by tough Israeli sanctions against the Palestinian 
! territories. 

i Israel and Syria broke of peace negotiations in February 
! 1996 over the issue of the Golan Heights, captured by 
r Israel in 1 967. 



ISTANBUL PROTEST: Turkish riot police dash with Islamist demonstrators protesting against a new anti- 
Islamic school law daring a rally in Istanbul Friday. Over 100 people were arrested in various protests through- 
out the country ( AFP photo) 


Crown Prince to open conference Iran still 
on communication and diplomacy wants U.S. 


the visit “will be grasped as 
an opportunity to announce 
officially the real existence 
of that 'deposit'... and to 
persuade Israel to reaccept 
it” 

“At the same it has to put 


heavy pressure on the Jew- 
ish state to refrain from the 
unilateral steps. The issue 
is up for early resolution in 
Washington and there is no 
good reason to delay....” it 
said. 


‘Arrested Palestinian land-dealer feared dead’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP I — A Palestinian real- 
tor has disappeared since his 
arrest by Palestinian police 
nine weeks ago. apparently 
on suspicion of selling land 
to Israelis, and may now be 
dead, a human rights group 
said Saturday. 

Shafiq Abdul Wahab. 52, 
has not been seen since 
Palestinian military intelli- 
gence agents took him from 
his realestate office in the 
West Bank town of Ramallah 
for questioning on June 21, 


the Palestinian Human 
Rights Monitoring Group 
(PHRMG) said. 

“Strong suspicions exist 
indicating that he was 'made 
to disappear 1 by military 
intelligence,” the group said 
in a statement. 

“The PHRMG is con- 
cerned that Mr. Abdul Wahab 
bas been kidnapped illegally 
by military intelligence and 
is either being held in a secret 
detention centre or has been 
seriously harmed or killed,” 
it said. 


Mr. Abdul Wahab "s wife. 
Majida. wbo was present 
when he was arrested, made 
a written request on June 22 
to learn where her husband 
was being held but she has 
received no answer to this or 
later appeals. PHRMG said. 

.After an appeal to Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat, a 
commission was formed on 
July 7 to look into Mr. Abdul 
Wahab's disappearance, but 
until now it bas made no 
report. 

The PHMRG said there 


was no information on the 
reasons for the arrest but Mr. 
Abdufe. Wahab's disappear- 
ance in June coincided with a 
crackdown by self-rule secu- 
rity forces against Palestini- 
ans suspected of selling land 
to Jews. In May and June, the 
bodies of - three suspected 
land-dealers were found 
dead, killed execution-style, 
in areas around Ramallah, 
while a fourth reportedly 
committed suicide while 
being detained by Palestinian 
police. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
three-day conference enti- 
tled “Communication and 
Diplomacy: New Horizons 
in the Information Age" 
will open at Amra Hotel 
SepL 6 under the patronage 
of HRH Crown Prince Has- 
son. 

The conference will be 
attended by a large number 
of academics specialising 
in communication studies. 
journalists. diplomats, and 
prominent politicians and 
intellectuals from Jordan. 
Morocco. Syria, Lebanon. 
Egypt, Yemen. Palestine. 
Tunisia. Pakistan, the U.S. 
and Britain in addition to 
representatives of regional 
and international organisa- 
tions. 

Participants will review 
40 working papers covering 
a wide range of issues deal- 
ing with international com- 
munication, the new world 


order, the media - and free 
expression, challenges fac- 
ing the media and commu- 
nications in the coming 
centurv, general communi- 
cation and diplomacy, utili- 
sation of communication 
Techniques in teaching and 
training students of journal- 
ism and employees in infor- 
mation institutions, the phi- 
losophy of communication 
and its history and theories 
among others. 

The conference aims to 
shed light on developments 
and changes in the fields of 
diplomacy both in concepts 
and function as a result of 
the advent of the new age of 
information over the past 
few years. 

The conference will also 
discuss the role of media 
technology in boosting 
human contacts and rela- 
tions and in removing barri- 
ers separating nations. It 


will also focus attention on 
modem developments and 
changes in the present age 
as well as the experiences 
of ancient oriental people 
like the Canaanltes, 
Phoenicians. Aramians and 
Nabateans in the field of the 
media two thousand Years 

m 

ago and their impact on his- 
tory. 

On the sidelines of the 
conference, a workshop 
entitled: “Specialised 

Reporting for Senior Jour- 
nalists: Coverage of 

International Issues" will 
be held and will be 
addressed by a notable 
American media expert 

The organisers of the con- 
ference are the Institute of 
Diplomacy. Yarmouk Uni- 
versity, and the Arab-U.S. 
Association for Communi- 
cation Education. 


Group Of masked men torch Bahrain Qadhafi: Lockerbie sanctions will crumble 


restaurant; no casualties reported 


MANAMA i AFP) — 
Masked men hurled Molo- 
tov cocktails into a restau- 
rant in the Bahraini capital 
Friday, destroying half the 
property but causing no 
casualties, the Bahrain Tri- 
bune reported Saturday. 

“A group of masked men 
stormed the Dairy Queen 
restaurant and hurled 
Molotov cocktails." the 
interior minis try said in a 
statement quoted by the 
newspaper. 

“The attack caused 50 per 


cent damage, the staff and 
the customers escaped the 
fire and there are no casual- 
ties or injuries." 

A staff member told the 
newspaper there were only 
three customers at the time 
of the attack. 

In a statement received in 
Cyprus, exiled opposition 
group Bahrain Freedom 
Movement accused 

Bahrain security forces of 
setting the restaurant on 
fire to create a pretext to 
launch a sweep in the 


vicinity. 

The London-based oppo- 
sition group said at least 30 
people were arrested. 

Since December 1994 
Bahrain has been hit by 
sporadic unrest spearhead- 
ed by Shiite Muslims who 
are demanding the restora- 
tion of parliament suspend- 
ed in 1975 and the release 
of political prisoners. 

At least 3S people have 
died in the unrest, many of 
them Asian expatriates Tar- 
geted in attacks. 


TUNIS (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi said most 
of the world would eventual- 
ly break sanctions imposed 
on Libya since 1992 because 
of alleged involvement with 
the crash of a Pan .Am airlin- 
er over the Scottish town of 
Lockerbie in 1988. 

“All members of the Non- 
Aligned Movement the 
Organisation of African 
Unity, the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference, the Arab 
League, have said they would 
reconsider their stand if the 
United States and Britain do 
not accept a compromise.” 


Colonel Qadhafi said in a 
television broadcast moni- 
tored in Tunis. 

“The U.S. and Britain will 
be alone at the end. The 
breaking of these sanctions 
will happen." he said in a 
nearly four-hour talk broad- 
cast live by state television 
overnight fiom Friday to Sat- 
urday. 

In '1992 the ON. Security 
Council imposed sanctions 
on Libya for failing to hand 
over for trial in the U.S. or 
Britain two Libyan suspects 
in the Lockerbie explosion 
which killed 270 people. 


The sanctions include a ban 
oq flights to and from Libya, 
an arms embargo, a ban on 
sales of some oil-related 
equipment and a downgrad- 
ing of diplomatic ties. 

Libya says the two suspects 
cannot get a fair' trial in 
Britain or the U.S. The Arab 
League has proposed they be 
tried under Scottish law. 
before a Scottish judge, at the 
seat of the International Court 
of Justice in the Hague. 
Britain and the U.S. have 
called the offer unacceptable. 

In recent months, the Non- 
Aligned Movement the 


Organisation of African 
Unity and the Arab League 
have been pressing the Secu- 
rity Council to accept a com- 
promise. 

Col. Qadhafi has made no 
comment on a visit to Libya 
by British politicians early in 
August in what they said was 
an effort to break the dead- 
lock. 

The delegation included 
former Liberal Party leader 
David Steel and former Bex- 
ley Heath Tory MP Sir Cyril 
Townsend, who is director 
for the advancement of Arab- 
British understanding. 




TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

• 14:10 Cartoons 

15:00 .Energy Express 

163)0 Arrerican Chart Show 

' 18:00 .French Programmes 

19:00 -News in French 

19:30 .News Headlines 

1935 Fresh Prince-of-Belair 

20:00 ..Cinema, Cinema. Cinema 

2th30 National Geographic 

21:10 - — Renegade 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 One West Waikiki 

23:15 Sisters 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:44. Fajr 

06:05 (Sunrise) Duha 

12:36 Dhuhr 

16:12. - 'Asr 

19:07 — — -..Maghreb 

20:28 ■ II || ■■lna,au l ( ‘Is ha 


1 CHURCHES 

SL Mary’ of Nazareth Church 
Swetfieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel, 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church TH. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Arnwniao Catholic Church Tel. 


r~r. 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 

TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1-295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Moderate summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with temperatures 
dropping gradually and winds 
northwesterly moderate to active. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas cal m. 

MinJMax, temp. 

Amman. 18/29 

Aqaba ...... ... — 24/36 

Deserts-... — M11 ........... 15/32 

Jordan VaBey... —.22/35 


Vesrerdays high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba 36 Humidity 
readings: Amman 44 per cent 
Aqaba 34 per cenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. MukhlesHaiaseh „.55 19220 

De RuhiSukkar 856457 

Dc FadlAl Khatib .865456 

Dr. Yousef A1 FaqOi .....790104 

Ftras pharmacy - 661912 

Feniows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al SaJam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

tRBLD: 

Dr. Ghazi Th'amneh ...250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ........ .( — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabah Al Bonrini -.990312 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 63711 1 

Civil Defare Department 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
630341 


Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade. 6 1 7101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL - 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Wxer& Sewerage ComplairB _J397467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls —010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television -7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority .....815615 

Electric Power Co... 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre —813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity.. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Maihas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani -607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 


Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrten 777101/3 

Al-Bushir. 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marfca S9I61 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Sureery 865199 

ZARQA: “ 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)9005613 

Ibn Sina Hospital-... (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

- (09)990990 

ERBID: 

Princess * Basina Hospital 

.(02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 


International Airport TeL 
iOS)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified, information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
plume 08 (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

10:05 Bombay (RJ) 

10:15 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:15 Lamaca(RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJj 

10:45 — Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:20 .....Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

12:00 — .—..."Jeddah (RJ) 

17:05 Amsterdam. Brussels (RJ) 

17:40 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

18:50 — London (RJ) 

19:05 Ankara. Lstanbul (RJ) 

19:10 ..Madrid. Geneva iRj) 

19:10 -Athens (RJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJ) 

20:55 Detroit. Chicago, Amster- 
dam (RJ) 

21:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

00:45 Beirut (add) (RJ) 

0L05 Cairo (RD 

03 JO Rome (RJ) 

04:15 ...—Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 
04:15 IlMuu ■Al ’Ain (RJ) 

Other Flights 

12:00 Sanaa (IY) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 


13:35 Bahrain (GF) 

14:30 Al ArishfPF) 

15:20 Moscow (SU) 

21:10 ...Beirut (ME) 

21:35 .Cairo (MS) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

00:53 Cairo (MS) 

02:15 London (BA) 

07:20 London (BA) 

07:20 Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

08:45 Aqaba (RW) 

10:05 Amman (QAIA)(RW) 

10:50 Amman (MarkaAuportMRW) 

18:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

19:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

22:20 Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marten .Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:00 Madrid (RJ) 

07:00 -Lamaea(RJ) 

07:00 BeirutfRJ) 

11:50 Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:10 — Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

12:15 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

12:15 .......... — Vienna (RJ) 

14:15 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

13:20 Athens (RJ) 

13:25 . — ..London (RJ) 

19:30 Romp n? ri 


forces out 
of Gulf 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
new Defence Minister Ah 
Shamkhani said Saturday the 
presence of the U.S. mfljtaiy 
in the region was a threat and 
called on Gulf countries to 
establish a new security strat- 
egy without foreign forces. 

Mr. Shamkhani called fa 
an end to the ‘‘unwarranted" 
presence of foreign military 
in the region, particularly the 
U.S., saying this would “cer-' 
tainl y reduce regional- ten- 
sion," the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) 
reported. 

’The U.S. Fifth Fleet has 
turned the Persian Gulf into a 
test ground for its weaponry” 
be said. 

‘This, besides being a 
threat to the whole region, is 
also a source of pollution is 
the Persian Gulf waters, pos- 
ing a serious threat to health, 
environment and economy 
of the entire .region,” Mr, 
Shamkhani told IRNA. 

He said there was a need 
for “sincere and honest con- 
sultations with the neigh- 
bouring states, the Persian 
Gulf sheikhdoms in particu- 
lar, to establish new security 
arrangements without the 
presence of foreign forces in 
the region.” 

Iran and the U.S. have not 
had diplomatic relations 
since 1 9S0, with Washington 
accusing Tehran of sponsor- 
ing international terrorism 
and of building up its 
weapons capabilities. 


21.-00 Al ’Ain (add) IRJ) i 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) j 

21:20 BeirutfRJ) j 

05:30 TeddabfRJ); 

21:40 Damascus (Rl) | 

21:45 New Delhi (RJ); 

23:00 .Bangkok (RJ); 

02:45 Dubai (RJ). 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ); 

00:15 Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) j 

03:00 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) ; 


Other Flights 

07:00 

07:55 

13:00 

13*J0 

14:25 ■ iai BiliilM*- 

15*30 

16:35 

2225 

00:45 

02:00 

07:00 

07:55 

08:15 


.Beirut (ME) j 

London (BA) ; 

.Sanaa (Pf) | 

Jeddah S V) | 

Doha (GF) 1 

Al ’Arish (PF) | 

.Moscow (SU) J 

Cairo (MS) ! 

.Amsterdam (KL) j 

Cairo (MSI J 

-Beirm (ME) . 

London (BA) j 

Tel Aviv (LY) ■ 


13:20 ■■•■•tauMfulHllnn Athens (RJ) 
13:25 . — ..London (RJ) 

19:30 Rome (RJ) 

21:00 ........ Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 


■ ■•MMIauiHMMI 


Royal Whigs (RW) ! 

07:45 Amman (Marita Airport) (RW | 

09:15 Aqaba (RW) ; 

10:30 .Amman (QAIA) (RW) i 

17:45 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) j 

18:55 .!« Aviv (RW); 

21-JO Amman (QAIA) (RW) 1 
22:50 Aqaba (RW) | 
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NflNISTO OPENS A TWO-DAY WORKSHOP: Minister of TVansport and Tetecora- 

Saturday opens a workshopen coordinating Arab positions 
to ^XdenwHdu] Conference of Radio Tteteownmimcattons. Dr. Sake* told the par- 
ticipants dtatf telreommimkations Is an Important SHd of human development. Partic- 
TUnfsia, Syria, Palestine, .Lebanon, YemHuMorocco, Saudi Arabia, 
Dated Arab Emirates, and representatives of the European Union took 
put {Bed* photo; 

Tenders awarded for camp 
infrastructure improvements 


.AMMAN <PttraJ. — The 
Department - of Paksimiaii 
Adairs Saturday announced 
that lour tenders worth 
JD97.557 .have been awarded 
to local firmsio improve roads 
within lour ftitestinian 
refugee camps in the King- 
dom. 

DqpamieM director 
Ibrdam Taehihi said the pro- 
jects wtD be carried out in the 
Wjhdar. .Zanja. Raqaa. and 
Irbid refugee camps, and will 
be completed by the end of 
thisyeat 

The government will spend 


a total of JD173 million to 
improve the mfiatsiructure ip 
the Kingdom's 13 refugee 
comps dining the jraptoncma- 
(iun of its JD40U million 
social security package, which 
is to be executed over several 
years. Mr. Tarshihi said in a 
statement Friday. 

The wgent improvement of 
infrastructure and social con- 
ditions within the camps does 
not mean the government is 
carrying out a permanent set- 
tlement of refugees, be 
explained. 

These improvements have 


no political end and do not 
contravene the final status 
negotiations of the Palestinian 
refugee problem. Mr. Turshihi 
stressed. 

The government is currently 
seeking funding for these pro- 
jects and has acquired a $30 
million loan from the World 
Bank and u DM20 million (JD 
7.6 million) grant from the 
German government, and will 
make efforts to raise funds 
from foreign countries and 
international institutions to 
cover the cost of these pro- 
jects, he concluded. 


Committee releases figures 
for new university students 


AMMAN (Petra) — The slate 
universities admissions coordi- 
nating committee Saturday 
announced that 13,218 fresh- 
man students will be accepted 
for the 1997-98 academic yea 

Committee Chairman WaKd 
Ma’ani told a press conference 
that of tins foal, 966 students 
will be non-Jordanians Arab and 
foreign students, and 20 per cent 
of the students wQl be those on 
the “Royal Endowment Ksi 
five per cent will be the scans and 
daughters of Ministry of Educa- 
tion teaches. five per cent wifi 
be Jordanian students who 
obtained tawphi in previous 
years, and five per cent will be 
Jordaniaas who obtained iawjihi 
certificates abroad. 

In addition. Dr. Ma’ani said 
the state unhrasrties will accept 
1.200 Ministry of Education 
teachers seeking higher degrees, 
100 students specialising in fine 
arts (at Yannouk Unrvereity), 
600 student m evening classes at 
Mu'ta University, 30 students 


who had obtained a nursing 
diploma, and 200 students from 
schools in underprivileged areas 
of Jordan. 

Dr. Ma’ani said 3330 stu- 
dents will enrol at die Universi- 
ty of Jordan, 1,940 at Yarmouk 
University. 2,180 at Mu’ta Uni- 
versity, 1,458 at the Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and Technol- 
ogy, 5 10 at the Hasbeznieh Uni- 
versity of Zanja, and 620 at Alai 
Bayt University ki Mafoq. 

He added that the rames of 
the 1,200 students coming from 
underprivileged regions will be 
announced in the coming two 
weeks. 

Dr Ma’am said the minimum 
grade point Overage for admis- 
sion to the University of Jordan 
was 962 per cent for medicine, 
95 per cent for dentistry, 94.7 
per cent for pharmacy, 92.6 per 
cent for engineering, and 8L8 
per cent lor physical education. 

At Yarmouk University the 
minimum averages were 8 82 
per cent fa- computer science. 


88.9 per coat fix English, 89J 
per cent for modem languages, 
and 80peroenr for physical edu- 
cation. 

At Mu’ta University the aver- 
ages were 903 per cent for elec- 
trical engineering, 89.7 per cent 
for mechanical engineering, 
89.4 per cent for dvfl engineer- 
ing, 84.9 per cent for computer 
science, 77.4 per cent for sci- 
ences, and 76.8 per cent for Ara- 
bic. 

Jordan University of Science 
and Technology said the mini- 
mum averages were: 953 per 
cent for medicine, 949 par cent 
far dentistry, 934 per cent for 
pharmacy. 91.9 per cent for elec- 
trical engineering, and 90.7 per 
cent for mechanical engineer- 
ing. At A! Hasbemieh Universi- 
ty, the minimum average grade 
was 86.4 per cent for computer 
science, at A1 al Bayt University 
the average was 78.7 per cent 
for physics and 793 percent for 
religion. 
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Ministry submits new efficiency 
strategy during council meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Industry 1 . Trade and 
Supply Hani Mulki Satur- 
day presented to the Coun- 
cil of Ministers a general 
outline of the new overall 
strategy designed to 
increase efficiency that was 
adopted by his ministry and 
affiliated institutions. 

Following the meeting. 
Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir 
Mutuwi said Dr. Mulki 
detailed the ministry's pre- 
sent situation, future plans, 
and the expected services 

from the ministry, which 
was formed by the merger 
of the ministries or indus- 
try and trade and supply 
lost year. - 

The Cabinet was i also 
briefed by the dirccKfrs of 
the Investment Promotion 
Corporation (IPC). the Jor- 
dan Industrial Estates Cor- 
poration fJIEC). and the 
I restitution of Standards 
and Specifications on 
strategies for promoting 
their activities, restructur- 
ing programmes, and train- 
ing and rehabilitation of 
Staff. 

The new strategies are 


designed to boost the effi- 
ciency of the ministry and 
affiliated institutions with- 
out a reduction in employ- 
ment. except those due to 
retire, Dr. Mutawi said. 

The Council of Ministers 
examined a $6 million loan 
agreement with China to 
finance the construction of 
Al Hassan sports city in 
Irbid and approved it to be 
reimbursed in the form of 
exports to China, he added. 

The council also 
approved an agreement to 
prevent dual taxation 
between Jordan and Poland 
and authorised Minister of 
Finance Suleiman Hafez to 
sign the agreement on 
behalf of the government. 

A delegation to be led by 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Fayez Tarawneh was 
formed to travel to Madrid 
next month to discuss 
issues pertaining to Jor- 
dan's entry into a partner- 
ship agreement with the 
European Union. 

A delegation to be led by 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources 

Mohammad Saleh Horaai 
was created to attend the 
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The Council of Ministers Saturday meets to discuss measures taken by the Ministry 
of Industry. Trade and Supply to increase efficiency (Petra photo) 


meetings of the World 
Intellectual Property 

Organisation in Geneva on 
Sept. 22. 

The council formed a del- 
egation to take part in the 
Arab Social and Economic 
Council meetings, due to 


open in Cairo on Sept. 17, 
and another delegation to 
attend a meeting in Turkcy 
to discuss monetary issues. 

The council also 
approved of the formation 
of a national commission 
on senior citizens, compris- 


ing representatives of vari- 
ous concerned ministries 
and led by Minister of 
Social Development 

Mohammad Mamser. to 
prepare a programme for 
the commission s activi- 
ties. 


Officials to inaugurate new I Jordan to examine anti-mine 


post on Syrian border 


MAFRAQ (J.T.) — Jor- 
danian and Syrian offi- 
cials will gather Monday 
at the shared border to 
celebrate the inauguration 
of rhe newly-built Jaber 
border post located on the 
main international high- 
way linking the two coun- 
tries. the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported 
Saturday. 

Minister of Finance 
Suleiman Hafez and his 
Syrian counterpart will 
open their respective 
sides of the border post, 
located near Mafraq, 
some 90-kilometres north 
of Amman. 

The border post, built 
by the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing on 
2,500 dunums of land 
near the village of Jaber, 
cost JD9.178 million. 

Work on the project 
began in Aug. 1991 and 
was completed in June 
1995. 

The delay in inaugurat- 
ing the new border post 
resulted from a controver- 
sy over the planned clos- 
ing of the original border 
crossing to Syria at 
Ramtha. 

Border business owners 
there complained that the 
closure of the Ramtha sta- 
tion would bankrupt 


them. 

It was then later decided 
that Ramtha would 
remain open to passenger 
vehicles and Jaber would 
serve large commercial 
vehicles. 

The Jaber compound 
comprises several build- 
ings that serve as offices, 
in addition to a residential 
complex, infrastructure 
services including roads, 
electricity, and telephone 
networks, a parking area, 
and a public garden. 

The complex also 
includes facilities for 
travellers: a rest house, 
insurance offices, a post 
office, a shopping centre, 
a mosque, a customs 
office, a clearance office, 
and other features. 

Mafraq Governor 
Ahmad Lawzi said the 
border post is the largest 
of its kind in Jordan and 
its open yards can accom- 
modate 50 trucks simulta- 
neously. 

He said 30,000 forest 
and fruit tree saplings 
have been planted in the 
area of the complex and 
along the main roads of 
the border area. 


legislation at Oslo conference 


By Hind- Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — When Jordan 
participates in the Oslo 
Diplomatic Conference on 
Anti- Personnel Mines from 
SepL 1-19. it will continue to 
assess all initiatives in this 
domain before signing any 
related treaty, said a senior 
army official. 

According to Dr. Ma’rouf 
Bakhit, Vice President for 
Military Affairs at Mu’ta 
University and a Major Gen- 
eral in the Jordan Armed 
Forces, Jordan must first 
study all aspects of the situa- 
tion. with priority given to 
humanitarian concerns. 

‘The treaty has to be bal- 
anced, with national security 
interests paying particular 
attention to [the positions of] 
neighbouring countries,” Dr. 
Bakhit told the Jordan limes. 

An officer from the Jordan 
Armed Forces will represent 
Jordan at Oslo, where more 
than 100 states will negotiate 
the actual wording of a draft 
treaty that banning the pro- 
duction, transfer, stockpiling, 
and use of anti-personnel 
land mines. 

Meanwhile. some 

observers are pessimistic 
about the actual outcome of 
the Oslo Diplomatic Confer- 


ence. 

They believe that some 
states will act according to 
their own political interests 
and try to derail these negoti- 
ations. 

The United States, accord- 
ing to a source who preferred 
anonymity, would use the 
Oslo platform to effect the 
exclusion of certain areas 
from the total ban of ami-per- 
sonnel mines. 

The source believed that 
with the Americans raising 
too many issues, no positive 
manifestations would be 
forthcoming from Oslo dur- 
ing the coming three weeks. 

Jordan has a task force 
working on studying this 
agreement and monitoring 
events, Dr. Bakhit said. 

If the Oslo Diplomatic 
Conference succeeds, then 
this task force must analyse 
all relevant aspects and sub- 
mit a detailed report with rec- 
ommendations to the govern- 
ment. he added. 

The Jordanian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs bas been 
researching the question of 
banning anti-personnel land 
mines through the representa- 
tives ar its embassies abroad, 
informed the Director of the 
Department of International 
Organisations, Rajab 

Sukayri. 


He told the Jordan Times 
that the ministry and the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces have been 
studying the positions of all 
participants in these confer- 
euces “in order to {formulaic] 
a Jordanian position compati- 
ble with the positions of other 
members in the international 
community.” 

Jordan is particularly inter- 
ested in the positions of Arab 
suites and non-aligned coun- 
tries on anti-personnel mines. 
Mr. Sukayri said 

It costs S300 to sweep one 
landmine. Specialists believe 
that there are still approxi- 
mately 280,000 landmihes 
buried in Jordan as a conse- 
quence of previous wars. 

For this reason, Jordan has 
taken measures to sweep 
landmines. 

“Jordan receives technical 
and financial assistance from 
countries such as Germany 
and the United Suites to de- 
mine landmines. Jordan even 
relies on its own meagre 
resources in efforts to sweep 
landmines.” Dr. Bakhit 
explained. 

Even though these efforts 
are quite an expense lo the 
country. Jordan is concerned 
for the well being of its farm- 
ers and citizens situated at 
border areas. Dr. Bakhit con- 
cluded. 
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By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — - Scholars and 
politicians are looking back 
at the failure of the democra- 
tic process of the 1950s and 
applying those lessons to 
overcome the current 
impasse between the govern- 
ment and the opposition 
prior to the Nov. 4 elections. 

The forum is a seminar 
entitled “The government of 
Suleiman Nabulsi — 40 
years on.” and according to 
die organiser, “patience” is 
the lesson both the govern- 
ment and the opposition 
should learn from the 1956 
elections. 

Those elections. led to the 
appointment of the leftist 
government of the late Mr. 
Nabulsi, and the subsequent 
April 1957 “Zarqa affair;” 
which resulted in the imposi- 
tion of martial law and the 
abortion of what some West- 
ern scholars have described 
as Jordan’s “first democratic 
experiment/’ 

According to Hani 
Hourani, head of Al Urdun 
Al Jadid Research Centre, 
which is organising the sem- 
inar, from the analysis of that 
painful chapter of. Jordan’s 
history, “we can Jeam to be 
patient and to consider and 
respect different points of 
view, avoiding direct clashes 
without pushing for radical 
changes.” 


The attempted coup of 
April 1957. in which high- 
ranking military officers and 
leftists plotted to overthrow 
the monarchy, “was not nec- 
essary” Mr. Hourani said, 
and tire radicalisaiion of the 
opposition provoked the 
regime into dismissing the 
government and dissolving 
Parliament. 

After the attempted coup, 
the Kingdom bad to 1 wait 
until 1989 before full politi- 
cal life was resumed 1 , and 
martial law was lifted. 

According to Mr. Hourani, 
“April ‘57 taught the opposi- 
tion hot to demand radical 
changes, but look tor com- 
promise and pursue a grad- 
ual democratisation 

process.” 

Today, however, die parts 
are reversed and, while “the 
opposition has learnt its 
1957 lesson,” the govern- 
ment seems stiffening its 
stand and does not show 
enough readiness to reach a 
compromise with the Islam- 
ic-Ied opposition in order to 
persuade it to rescind its 
decision to boycott the 
upcoming elections, Mr. 
Hourani commented. 

4 The radical attitude is the 
government's, and not the 
opposition’s, tike it was in 
1957” he stated, comment- 
ing on the current govern- 
ment-opposition dialogue 
over electoral participation, 
due to enter its second stage 


today. 

Though stressing his dis- 
agreement with the pro-boy- 
cott stand of die Muslim 
Brotherhood and its political 
wing, the Islamic Action 
Front (1AF), as well as four 
smaller left-leaning opposi- 
tion parties that six weeks 
ago called for a general boy- 
cott of the November polls. 
Mr. Hourani said he “under- 
stood their reasons” and 
hoped that “their message 
will reach the leadership.” 

If the government-opposi- 
tion dialogue does not bear 
the fruit of general electoral 
participation, the 13th Par- 
liament “will not reflect full 
and complete pluralism,” 
Mr. Hourani told die Jordan 
Times. 

“Both the government and 
the opposition would 
lose..Jordan would lose 
altogether” he added. 

Prominent personalities 
from different political 
shade s attended the first ses- 
sion of the two-day seminar, 
yesterday at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre. 

Former Deputy Faris 
Nabulsi, son of the late 
prime minister, opened the 
event while Secretary Gen- 
eral of the Communist Party 
Yacoub Zayyaddin and 
Islamist Senator Hamad 
Farhan discussed Mr. 
Hourani 's paper on “Jordan- 
ian political life in the ‘50s 
and the 1956 elections.” 


Former Prime Minister 
Taher Masri chaired the 
seminar's morning session. 

Mr. Nabulsi strongly 
denied that his father's gov- 
ernment ever conspired 
against the regime and sai± 
“1 challenge anybody to pro- 
vide any proof that the 
(Nabulsi) government .coa- 
spired against the regime. 

“Accusations that are still 
being levelled against that 
government 40 yeans on, 
especially at this stage, are 
only anempts to tarnish the 
image of that period, during 
which Jordan enjoyed real 
democracy.” he said. 

According to Mr. Nabulsi, 
“to remember that period we 
must not keep saying that it 
was a failure and that the 
national forces have failed 
and threaten them with the 
same destiny, but instead we 
should look at that experi- 
ence as a model democratic 
experiment we should emu- 
late.” 

Senator Marwan Hmoud. 
whose 'father Abdul Khalim 
Al Nimr Al Hmoud was a 
close associate of Suleiman 
Nabulsi 's and held a ministe- 
rial post in his cabinet, pre- 
sented a- paper on “The 
National Socialist Party 
(NSP).” With 12 out of the 
tben-40- member Lower 
House seats, the NSP won 
the relative majority in the 
1956 elections and held slx 
posts in the 1 1 -strong Nabul- 


si cabinet. 

“Allow me to keep some of 
the memories for myself, 
since there are some things 
that I do not want to say to 
avoid political rhetoric.” Mr. 
Hmoud told the audience. 

Reviewing the history of 
the national movement in the 
Arab World, Mr. Hmoud list- 
ed the main points in the 
NSP political programme: 
“Democracy at the national 
level the Palestinian cause al 
the regional level, and 
divorce from colonial 
power.” 

He said “the party (the 
NSP) believed in hereditary 
monarchy and that the 
regime must be based on the 
principle of separation 
between the authorities. 

“(The NSP believed that) 
the executive authority 
should be responsible before 
the legislative authority, 
which should be elected 
directly from the people, 
without coercion," Mr. 
Hmoud said in his paper. 

Suhailah Rimawi analysed 
the role of the Ba’ath Party 
as part- of the coalition gov- 
ernment of Suleiman Nabul- 
si. 

Together with one 
Ba’alhist in the strategic 
position of foreign minister, 
Abdullah Rimawi. and six 
national socialists, the 
Nabulsi government includ- 
ed one communist from the 
National Front as well as 


three independents. 

Speakers in today's ses- 
sions. to focus on NabuJsi's 
domestic and foreign poli- 
cies and the consequences of 
the April 1957 events on Jor- 
dan's democratic life, 
' include IAF Senator Abdul 
* Latif Arabiyat Al Umma 
1 magazine editor Ibrahim 
. Gharaibeh, and Historian Ali 
Mahafza. 

Discussants and partici- 
pants in Saturday's sessions 
included: former Deputy 

Prime Minister Ibrahim 
lzzeddin. women's develop- 
raent and human rights 
activist Emily Neffah. writer 
Nadia Alul, social-democrat- 
ic leader Issa Madanat, 
Islamist Deputy Abdul 
Rahim Ekour, and Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of 
the Jordan Press Foundation 
Mahmoud Kayed. 

“The NSP believed in free- 
dom of speech and expres- 
sion, therefore there were no 
political prisonersduring the 
Nabulsi government.” Mr. 
Kayed told the seminar. 

“The NSP was a patriotic 
and pan-Arab party, which 
did not take into account sec- 
tarian considerations, but 
had a comprehensive view 
for the whole Arab Nation,” 
Mr. Kayed concluded 
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Taleban militia launches major 


attack north of Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's Taleban Isla- 
mic militia launched a ma- 
jor offensive early Saturday 
north of Kabul against the 
forces of opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Mas- 
ood, the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) reported here. 

fierce rocket and artillery 
exchanges raged around the 
Masood -controlled town of 
Guldara, 22 kilometres from 
the Afghan capital, the Pa- 
kistan-based private infor- 
mation agency said. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the AIP re- 
port, which quoted uniden- 
tified Taleban officials. 

Four Taleban fi gh ters 
were killed, several injured 
in the fighting while the 
Taleban captured four 
Masood soldiers, officials 
told AIP. 


Taleban claimed their 
troops had gained ground, 
the agency said, but other 
sources reported Guldara 
still remained in the control 
of Masood ’s forces. 

The offensive followed a 
virtual stalemate north of 
Kabul between the two 
sides after recent territorial 
gains by Mr. Masood that 
brought the frontlines closer 
to the Taleban-held capital. 

Mr. Masood is a key fig- 
ure in the anti -Taleban al- 
liance that includes northern 
Uzbek strongman General 
Abdul Malik and the Shiite 
Hezb-e-Wahdat faction hea- 
ded by Karim Khali li. who 
controls the central Bami- 
yan province. 

Diplomatic efforts by the 
United Nations and Pakis- 
tan, which has recognised 
the Taleban government. 


have so far failed to break 
the deadlock between the 
warring sides. 

The Islamic militia seized 
Kabul in September 1996 
and controls about two 
thirds of Afghanistan. 

Its bid in May to extend 
control to northern pro- 
vinces fizzled out when it 
was driven from the area by 
Gen. Malik who had earlier 
helped the Taleban enter 
Mazar-e- Sharif after top- 
pling Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum. 

An estimated 2,000 Tale- 
ban soldiers remain in cap- 
tivity in the north, with Gen. 
Malik rejecting the Islamic 
militia leadership's demand 
for their release to pave the 
way for talks to find a 
peaceful solution to the con- 
flict. 

Meanwhile U.N. Secre- 


report 


tary General Kofi Annan's 
special envoy Lakhdar Bra- 
hjmi left here Saturday for 
Tehran for talks with the 
Iranian government as part 
of his miss ion to assess 
peace prospects in Afgha- 
nistan. 

Sent to the region earlier 
this month, Mr. Br ahimi is 
also due to travel to Saudi 
Arabia and Russia. 

He has already held con- 
sultations with the Pakistan 
government and officials in 
Afg hanistan 's neighbouring 
Central Asian states of Taji- 
kistan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan, besides meet- 
ing Afghan leaders. 

Mr. Brahimi is to make a 
report to the U.N. secretary 
general ahead of the next 
month's General Assembly 
session in New York. 



Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze (right) and his Chechen counterpart Aslan 
Maskhadov talk during their meeting Saturday. Mr. Maskhadov is on a two-day 
unofficial visit in Georgia (Renter photo) 

Georgian, Chechen leaders discuss 
Caucasus situation, economic ties 


TBILISI (AFP) — Geor- 
gian President Eduard She- 
vardnadze began talks here 
Saturday with his Chechen 
counterpart Aslan Maskba- 
dov. expected to touch on 
the thorny issue of sepa- 
ratism in the turbulent Cau- 
casus region. 

A Georgian presidential 
spokesman said the talks, at 
Mr. Shevardnadze's official 
Ktsanisi residence, were 
covering “economic coop- 
eration and the situation in 
the Caucasus.' 1 but did not 
elaborate. 

Later Saturday the two 
leaders were due to visit 
Akhmeta. a town about 60 
kilometres north of Tbilisi 
which has a 10,000-strong 
ethnic Chechen community. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said 
Wednesday he would have 
“a frank discussion” with 
Mr. Maskhadov, including 
“a necessary analysis of 
points that have clouded 
relations between the two 
peoples in recent years.” 

It was a strong hint that 
Mr. Shevardnadze would 
raise the issue of Chechen 
support for separatists in 
Georgia’s breakaway Ab- 
khazia region, who ousted 
Georgian troops in a 1992- 
1993 war. 

Sfaamyl Basayev, a field 
commander who played a 
key role in the fierce 21- 
montb Chechen resistance 


to Russian troops which 
ended with a peace deal 
signed last August, earlier 
Led a contingent of Chechen 
guerrillas who fought 
alongside the Abkhaz sepa- 
ratists. 

The war in Abkhazia, a 
subtropical mountainous 
region on the Black Sea, left 
thousands dead and sent up 
to 250,000 refugees fleeing 
to Georgia. 

On August 14, Mr. She- 
vardnadze and Abkhaz sep- 
aratist leader Vladislav 
Ardzinba held marathon 
talks in Tbilisi and agreed to 
rule out the use of force in 
their long-running conflict. 

The agreement made no 
mention of Abkhazia's 
political status or the return 
of the refugees. 

However. Mr. Shevard- 
nadze announced Wednes- 
day that Georgia and 
Abkhazia would soon sign a 
protocol which could pave 
, the way for a formal peace 
treaty. 

Mr. Maskhadov arrived in 
Tbilisi Saturday with Che- 
chen Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Akhmed Zakayev and 
other Chechen officials. 

Their talks with Georgian 
leaders were also likely to 
cover the transit of Caspian 
oil across the Caucasus. 

Earlier this week Chechen 
Vice-President Vakha Aisa- 
nov suggested that a new oil 


pipeline could be built from 
the Chechen capita] Grozny 
to Georgia — an option that 
would scupper plans to send 
Caspian oil by pipeline 
from Azerbaijan's rich off- 'I 
shore fields to Russia's 
Black Sea port of Novoros- 
siisk via Chechnya. 

Russian Security Council 
Secretary Ivan Rybkin dis- 
missed Mr. Arsanov's sug- 
gestion as unrealistic. 

Russian officials have 
said they expect to sign an 
agreement with their Che- 
chen counterparts Monday 
covering the oil transit 
arrangements for the Baku- 
Novorossiisk pipeline. 

Russian Deputy Fuel and 
Energy Minister Sergei 
Kiriyenko said “nearly all 
the disagreements have 
been resolved” concerning 
the pipeline, which is due to 
start transporting Azerbai- 
jani oil for export in Octo- 
ber. 

An international consor- 
tium developing three of 
Azerbaijan’s rich offshore 
fields has opted for two 
routes for the “early" oil 
due to start flowing before 
larger quantities are export- 
ed in the next century. 

One is the Baku-Novo- 
rossiisk route, and the other 
route crosses Georgia to 
reach a new terminal being 
built at Supsa on the Black 
Sea. 


Mexico to boost protection 
of U.S.-bound immigrants 


SAN ANTONIO (R) — The Mexican gov- 
ernment will beef up its diplomatic staff 
along the U.S. -Mexico border to help pro- 
tect illegal immigrants in the face of a new 
crackdown by U.S. authorities. 

Mexican officials said Friday that as 
many as 70 people will be added to con- 
sular staffs in the U.S. in the coining weeks 
to defend Mexican immigrants from human 
rights abuses. 

At the same time, the Mexican govern- 
ment will expand its .campaign within 
Mexico to inform its citizens about the dan- 
gers of illegal immigration, they said. 

The actions were announced at the end of 
two days of meetings in San Antonio by 
Mexican Foreign Ministry officials and 
Texas-based Mexican diplomats. They 
gathered to discuss the launch Monday of 
Operation Rio Grande, a U.S. crackdown 
against illegal immigration in south Texas. 

Juan Rebelled©, Mexican undersecretary 
for foreign affairs, to a sjatem** after 
Friday’s meeting said Operation Rio 
Gnmde would foment anti-immigrant sentt- 


ment and put Mexicans making illegal bor- 
der crossings in danger. He said immigrants 
were not criminals, but people in need of 
jobs. 

“This type of policy exacerbates the anti- 
immigrant climate and with that, damages 
the harmony that should exist in border 
communities," be said. 

“Nations like Mexico and the U-S. that 
share a border must take into account the 
consequences and effects of the application 
of their laws,” Mr. Reboliedo said. 

He said Mexico will push for greater dia- 
logue with die U.S. about its border poli- 
cies. 

Operation Rio Grande is a continuation of 
earlier crackdowns in San Diego. Califor- 
nia. and El Paso. Texas where strengthened 
patrols supposedly have reduced illegal 
immigration. 

U.S. officials, despite Mexican objec- 
tions, plan to nearly double the size of the 
border patrol over the next four years and 
toughen enforcement along the entire bor- 
der. 


Facing new 
threats, 
Amazon 
Indians meet 
in Brazil 

BOA VISTA, Brazil (R) — 
Threatened by major build- 
ing projects that could 
draw swarms of miners and 
loggers to their lands, In- 
dian tribes from three 
South American nations 
are meeting in Brazil this 
week to map their defen- 
ces. 

In the first ever “summit” 
of Indian chiefs from Bra- 
zil, Venezuela and Guyana, 
indigenous leaders protest- 
ed against plans to asphalt 
roads and string an electri- 
cal transmission line across 
the Amazon rain forest. 

“These projects are 
threats, just as much to the 
indigenous peoples of Bra- 
zil as they are to the indige- 
nous peoples of Venezuela 
and Guyana,” said Jero- 
nimo Pereira Da Silva of 
the Indigenous Council of 
Roraima. 

The International Semi- 
nar of the Indigenous Peo- 
ples of Brazil, Venezuela 
and Guyana began Wed- 
nesday and was due tp run 
through Saturday in the 
sweltering heat of Boa Vis- 
ta, the capital of Brazil's 
northernmost state of Ro- 
raima. 

A rugged frontier town 
where souped-up roadsters 
with tinted windshields 
rumble past massive Che- 
vrolet pickups and rusty 
Brazil ion -made Volks wa- 
gens, Boa Vista is nestled 
between Brazil's rain forest 
borders with Venezuela and 
Guyana. 

David Rothschild of the 
Washington-based Coali- 
tion for Amazonian Peo- 
ples and Their Environ- 
ment said the seminar was 
concerned mainly with 
three big infrastructure 
projects. 

The projects are spring- 
ing up as a result of region- 
al trade liberalisation and 
economic growth across 
the continent, which are 
triggering unprecedented 
development in hitherto 
pristine areas such as the 
Amazon basin. 

The B razili an and Vene- 
zuelan government's plan 
to pave BR-174. a highway 
linidng the Amazonian city 
of Manaus in Brazil to 
Venezuela's capital Cara- 
cas, passing through the 
Waimiri-Atroari Indian re- 
serve and affecting several 
others. 

Brazil and Guyana want 
to link Manaus to George- 
town, on Guyana's Atlantic 
coast. That route, known as 
the Linden-Lethem Road 
passes through three Indian 
territories. 

In addition. Venezuela 
and Brazil plan to erect a 
power transmission line 
from Venezuela's Gwi 
Dam to Boa Vista, provid- 
ing Roraima with much- 
needed electricity. 

Apart from passing 
through Venezuela’s Canai- 
ma National Park, home to 
die spectacular Angel Falls, 
the world's highest water- 
fall, the transmission cable 

may encourage large-scale 
mining and logging in In- 
dian areas and in Roraima. 


A crowd of demonstrators, estimated to number 5,000, gather near City HaU, the low 
building seen above the trees. In New York to protest the alleged beating and sexual 
torture of a Haitian immigrant by white police officers. The demonstration was held 
to support security guard Abner Louiina who suffered severe Internal injuries when, 
police allegedly forced a wooden slick in his rectum (Reuter photo). ■ 

Thousands protest alleged 
police attack in New York 

..a.. t 


NEW YORK (R) — Thou- 
sands of chanting demon- 
strators marched through 
New York Friday to protest 
against the alleged beating 
and sexual torture of a 
Haitian immi grant by white 
police officers. 

A crowd estimated by 
police at 2^500 in the morn- 
ing grew to more than 5, 000 
as protesters made their way 
from Brooklyn across the 
Brooklyn bridge to city hall 
in Manhattan for a rally to 
draw attention to citizens' 
allegations of brutality by 
New York City police offi- 
cers. 

The demonstration was 
sponsored by Haitian- Ame- 
rican organisations to sup- 
port night security guard. 
Abner Louima, who toid 
investigators he was struck 
and then sexually abused by 
officers on August 9. 

Mr. Louima. 30, who suf- 
fered severe internal injuries 
when officers allegedly 
forced a wooden stick into 
his rectum in a Brooklyn 
precinct house bathroom, 
has taken a cum for the 
worse in recent days. 

Doctors operated for an 
hour Thursday night to 
remove adhesions that were 
blocking his intestine'. Mr 
Louima’s condition was 
changed from stable to criti- 
cal. 

At die rally, community 
leaders spoke in Creole and 
English and led protesters in 
siiiging “we shall overcome'', 
the anthem of the U.S. black 
civil rights movement. 

Although Republican ma- 
yor, Rudolph Giuliani 
cleaned out the command of 
the 70th prdcinct in Brook- 
lyn where Mr. Louima was 
allegedly assaulted, some of 
his critics are not satisfied. 


Ml Giuliani, r unning for a 
second term in November; 
established a task force to 
work on improving relations 
between police and commu- 
nities, a move which fell 
short of calls by rights 
groups for an independent 
panel to monitor the 35,000- 
strong force. 

“He hasn't tackled the sys- 
temic nature of police brutal- 
ity,” said speaker Richie 
Perez of the Congress of 
Puerto Rican Rights. “He 
needs to take action in other 
precincts too.” 

Marchers felf the Brooklyn 
bridge swaying and vibrat- 
ing as they walked across, 
chanting, waving banners 
and blue and white Haitian 
flags. There was a minor 
scuffle in Brooklyn, but oth- 
erwise the march was peace- 
ful and orderly. 

The allegations of police 
brutality reverberated across 
the city, particularly in 
Black, Hispanic and Asian 
communities where resi- 
dents have complained for 
years that new aggressive 
crime-fighting tactics have 
led to more abuses. 

“In the USA they say 
there are Iranian rights and 
this is not supposed to hap- 
pen.” said demonstrator 
George Noel, who came 
with his wife Antonine de 
Lices and two sons ages 2 
and 9. “So far as we see it, it 
is the same tiling as on the 
island,” said Mr. Noel, refer- 
ring to his troubled Carib- 
bean homeland of Haiti, 
which has been ruled by dic- 
tators and repressive military 
governments in its recent 
history. 

Four white police officers 
have been indicted for the 
assault on Mr. Louima, who 
is black, including charges 


that it was racially motivat- 
ed. The D.S. Justice Departs 
merit’s civil rights division is 
investigating whether the 
accused men should face 
charges that they violated 
Ml Louzma’s civil- rights. 

The incident started out- 
side a nightclub when police 
were called in after a scuffle 
broke out The four have all 
been charged with assaulting 
Mr. Louima on the way to 
the station. Two of the offi- 
cers are also charged with 
aggravated sexual abuse. 

Mr. Louima accused them 
of sticking the wooden han- 
dle of a toilet plunger into 
his rectum arid then his 
mouth, but it might have 
been' a mop or broom, 
according to officials. ~ 

Some marchers were carv 
tying a coffin with a toilet 7 
plunger stuck on the top. the 
photographs and names of 
the four accused were also 
posted onto the casket- : 

Chanting “no justice, .na. 
peace” and carrying signs 
such as “let’s fight back the 
NYFD” “Justice for Abner” 
and “No more Giuliani 
time”, the marchers con- 
verged on City HalL . - ■ 

The sign about “Giuliani., 
time" was a reference to 
what one of the accused offi- 
cer’s reportedly told Ml 
Louima: “This is Giuliani 
time, not Dinkins time." Me. 
Giuliani's predecessor Da- 
vid D inkins was the city’s 
first Wackniayor. 

Me Giuliani and his police 
commissioners have wan 
praise nationwide for bring- 
ing crime in the city down to 
its lowest level in a genera- 
tion. But critics say the strat- 
egy of making arrests and 
prosecuting -so-called “quati- . 
ty erf life” crimes encourages 
police to abuse their powers. 


U.K. seeks 

^ • 

xpanded 


e 


ties with 

Manila 

MAjNILA (AFF) — British 

Foreign Secretary 
Cook SatunfeY called ror 

ties with 

.rite Philippines and pro- 
£nsed a crackdown on 
t rans continental sex, tours 
prayin g on Filipino WOIDCD 

and children- 
Mr. Cook said Britain was 
interested in playing a^role 
-"in the modernisation of tte 
Philippine military, which is 
arwnhg the weakest in Asia, 
and sources in his entourage 
told AFP he pushed for spe- 
cific contracts during a 
- meeting with President 
Fidel Ramos: 

.“We are very willing to . 
take part in joint exercises. I 
hope it will be -possible to 
get - - over the legal prob- 
lems,” Mr. Cook said in a 
trews conference after meet- 
ing his Philippine counter- 
■ part, Domingo Siazon.- 
Ml Siazon said he and 
Mr. Cook discussed a status 
erf forces agreement, which 
would cover the legal liabil- 
ity .of any British troops 
who, committed crimes in 
the Philippines, and said 
formal talks were forthcom- 
ing. '. 

Failure to reach such an 
agreement with , the United 
States has led to the cancel- 
lation of joint military exer- 
cises between Filipino and 
TJ.S. troops. 

~ Mr; Cook, who arrived in 
Manila late Friday for a 36- 
hour- -visit, ' also witnessed 
the . signing of a lantonark 
agreement aimed at boost- 
ing the fight against global 
sex tour operators and child 
molesters. 

Mr. Cook, who camefoom 
Malaysia : and Indonesia, 
will leave Sunday . for 
Singapore, the last leg of his 
four-nation Asian tour. - 
Mhe agreement, was 
signed by- British Ambas- , 
sador Adrian Thorpe, and 
Philippine National Police - 
chief Recaredo Sanniento 
at a drpp-in centre for 
abused children in Manila, 
where an estimated 60,000 
street children roam. 

“Sex abuse of children is ' 
an unforgivable crime. The 
British government dep- 
lores child abuse of any 
kind, and I’m determined to . 
protect the rights of the 
child wherever they are vio- 
lated,” Mr. Cook told re- 
porters. 

' He warned paedophiles, 
and sex tala' agents to “stop 
the. trade of abusing chil- 
dren.” 

Me Cix>k said his visit to 
toe centre brought home to 
him ‘in vivid terms the 
damage done to these 
young lives who have been 
robbed of their innocence 
and childhood.” 

The agreement calls era 

British police experts to 
train local police in investi- 
gation techniques anrf in 
dealing with - child abuse 
cases. Jt ; also “covers ex- 
change of intelligence, on 
known and. suspected child 
abusers;” 

Under the agreement, 
Britain and the Philippines 
will cooperate in tasking 
experts to “devise more 
effective ways of protecting 
children.” - 

Their findings will be pre- 
sented during the Asia- 
Europe meeting of business 
and -political leaders in 
London next year in a bid to 
'^take the fight against child 
sex into the international 
arena,” a British embassy 
■ statement said j 
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Japan hails nomination of Foley as U.S. ambassador ' 


TOKYO (R) — Japan 
said Saturday that it wel- 
comed the nomination of 
former U.S. House of 
Representatives Speaker 
Thomas Foley a$. the new 
ambassador to Japan. 

**We would like to wel- 
come the nomination of 
the ‘big-shot ambassador’ 
who has a brilliant career 
record of House/ speaker 
and has close, relations 
with President Bill Clin- 
ton,” Japanese > Foreign 
Ministry ' Spokesman 
Hiroshi Hashimoto said. 

“The nomination proves 


that the Clinton adminis- 
tration continues to attach 
importance to its relations 
with Japan,” he said in a 
statement. 

On Friday, President 
Bill Clinton nominated 
Mr. Foley, 68, a Washing- 
ton state Democrat, as 
U.S. ambassador to Ja- 
pan. The nomination 
requires Senate confirma- 
tion. . 

“We hope that when he 
assumes his post, he wiU. 
take an active part in fur- 
ther developing friendly 
and cooperative relations 


between Japan- and the 
U.S.” Mr. Hashimbto 
said. 

Mr. Foley was. speaker 
of the fionse of Represen- 
tatives in 1994 ‘when the 
Democrats lest control of 
Congress to the Repub- 
licans and Bewasfdmeat- 
ed for reelectioru -Since 
then he has, been a partner 
.in a Washington law film. 

The : . previous ambas- 
sador. to Japan, 'former 
U.S. . Viet - .ftesidfint 
Walter Mondale, retired 
in December after a three- 
year tenure durmg-whfdb 
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he, played a key role in j 
settling - trade feuds and j ■ 
repairing frayed security! 
ties. j 

- Mr. F<Aey_w^ a modern 
.ately liberal member oi 
' Congress, not particularly 
active -in. trade issues. 
isjsxpected fqbririg to thj 
job a close knowledge pi 
the inn« ; workings : of " 
Washington rather than's 
deep -Jmowledge of Japan! ' 

^ Among his other roles; ... 
he was chairman of tiw 
House Agriculture Con3 
mhtee from 1975 to 198li 
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Thai soldiers ride on a buck to reinforce colleagues near Thailand’s Chong Chom Pass Saturday. Thai forces Tired 
14 artillery rounds back at Him Sen’s troops on Aug. 27 after a shell strayed across the Thai border killing a Thai 
soldier and >nmoding two others (Renter photo) 

Russia, Armenia sign strategic pact I Clashes 


MOSCOW (AFF) — The 
presidents of Russia .and 
.Armenia signed a far- reach- 
ing strategic pact in the 
Kremlin Foday which Yere- 
van said could prove more 
significant (ban . Russia's 
union accord with Belarus. 

The Friendship and Coo- 
peration Tteaty. signed by 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
his Armenian counterpart 
Levon Ter-Petrosyan on the 
second day of the latter’s 
visit, provided for mutual 
assistance in the event of a 
military threat to either 
party. 

It was armed at boosting 
cooperation in a range of 
fields — politics, die econo- 
my, defence, science and 
culture between the two 
mainly Orthodox Christian 
ex-Soviet republics, ITAR- 
TASS hews agency reported. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan told re-, 
porters that the treaty “is 
more significant than ' die 
Russian-Belarussian inte- 
gration accord, provided it 
is implemented.” . 

He said it could lead to 
“union relations with Rus- 
sia.” Russia and its western 
neighbour Belarus signed a 
union charter in May — the 
first such accord since the 
collapse of the Soviet Un- 
ion in 1991 — but a recent 
row over arrests of Russian 
journalists in Belarus has 
soured their relations. 

The treaty between Mos- 
cow and Yerevan stipulates 
that Russia will keep bor- 
derguards on Armenia’s 
borders .with Turkey and 
Iran, Interfax reported. 


Russia, a traditional ally 
of the Armenians, is al- 
lowed to keep 12.000 troops 
in Armenia, and already 
helps to guard the moun- 
tainous, landlocked coun- 
try’s borders with Turkey 
and its other neighbour — 
Azerbaijan. 

The treaty, due to run for 
25 years, still has to be rati- 
fied by the Russian mid Ar- 
menian parliaments. 

The new treaty’s military 
clauses could further com-, 
plicate the fragile peace 
process between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan, who fought 
a bitter war from 19S8 to 
1994 over the disputed 
Nagorno-Karabakh enc- 
lave, which left an estimat- 
ed 20,000 dead. 

Armenia wrested control 
of the enclave from Azer- 
baijan in the war, which dis- 
placed a million people. A 
shaky ceasefire has been in 
effect since May 1994. 

Under the new- treaty. 
Russia and Armenia 
pledged to step up coopera- 
tion in. military industries, 
share the use of military 
facilities in case of a threat 
to either side's security and 
refrain from any alliances 
which could threaten the 
.other side. 

In March, former Russian 
defence minister, Igor 
Rodionov, said military pro- 
secutors were probing the 
illegal handover of 84 Rus- 
sian T-72 army tanks and 50 
infantry fighting vehicles to 
Armenia — an announce- 
ment which triggered a 
strong protest from Azer- 


baijan. 

The equipment, along 
with spare ; parts worth 
around seven billion rubles 
(S1.2 million), was trans- 
ferred for free to Armenia in 
1994- 1 99ft, without ibe 
Russian government know- 
ing, Mr. Rodionov revealed. 

The Russian-Armcnian 
treaty also envisaged closer 
cooperation in the areas of 
transport, telecommunica- 
tions, information technolo- 
gy and energy. 

Mr. Ter-Pcirosyan an- 
nounced that a joint gas 
company would be set up. 
called ArmRosGaz, which 
would enable Russia to 
“reach new markets, notab- 
ly the Middle East und Tur- 
key.” 

Before leaving Saturday, 
Mr. Ter-Petrosyan was due 
to hold talks with Rem Vya- 
khirev, head of the Russian 
gas giant Gazprom, as well 
as with Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin and Mos- 
cow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov. 

Turkey signed a prelimi- 
nary agreement Friday to 
buy Russian natural gas via 
a $3 billion pipeline to be 
constructed beneath the 
Black Sea. the Anatolia 
news agency said. 

Russian- Armenian trade 
turnover reached more than 
$220 million in 1996. 

Russia’s exports to Ar- 
menia included oil, ferrous 
metals and timber, and in 
exchange it imported rolled 
aluminium, copper, molyb- 
denum, footwear and wine. 
ITAR-TASS said. 


Plastic bullets fired as crowd 
attacks Belfast police station 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Police, used plastic bullets in 
a bid to disperse a crowd of 
up to 100 people who 
attacked a Belfast police sta- 
tion, police said. 

The crowd threw petrol 
bombs, tried to force open 
the doors and set fire to the 
New Barnsley police station ' 
in the mainly Catholic West 
Belfast dming a two and a 
half hour attack described 
by police as “quite sus- 
tained.” 

In a bid to disperse the 
crowd police opened fire 
using a small number of 
plastic buDets. There were 
no reported injuries during 
die incident the cause of 
which has not yet been 
established, police said. 

The New- Barnsley police 
station was also the scene of 
an attack by an armed gang 
in July before the declara- 
tion of die Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) ceasefire on 
July 20. 

As a sign of the validity of 
the truce the British govern- 
ment Friday invited Sinn 
Fein, the- political wing of 
the IRA, to participate in 
talks on . the future of 
Northern Ireland beginning 
on Sept. 15. 

A man is due to appear in 
court in Belfast Saturday 
following his arrest Thurs- 
day in a neighbouring dis- 
trict of West Belfast for pos- 
session of an AK-47 assault 
rifle. 

Meanwhile the. United 


States Friday said it support- 
ed Britain’s decision to 
invite Sinn Fein, tbe politi- 
cal wing of tbe banned IRA, 
to join multi-party talks on 
the future of Northern 
Ireland. 

“We welcome the deci- 
sion. which gives an oppor- 
tunity for all parties in 
Northern Ireland to be part 
of inclusive talks leading to 
a negotiated settlement,” 
White House spokesman Joe 
Lockhart told reporters. 

He was speaking on the 
island of Martha’s Vineyard 
in Massachusetts where 
President Bill Clinton is on 
vacation. 

The British decision was 
taken in light of the IRA's 
ceasefire, declared on July 
20, in its campaign to end 
British rule in Northern 
Ireland. 

In Washington, State De- 
partment spokesman James 
Rubin said: “The British and 
Irish governments have long 
held that Sion Fein may join 
in the all-party talks in 
Belfast only when the IRA 
has ceased all violent opera- 
tions.” 

“The U. S. has strongly 
supported this position and 
welcomes both the cease- 
fire itself and the inclusion 
of Sinn Fein in tbe talks, 
which'we consider to be the 
best means of achieving a 
lasting overall settlement in 
Northern. Ireland.” 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams will be in Washing- 


ton next week to meet U.S. 
officials, including Mr. 
Clinton’s National Security 
Adviser Samuel Berger, and 
members of Congress, some 
of whom support the Irish 
nationalist cause. 

Mr. Adams will also be 
visiting New York and has 
scheduled four days of 
meetings and news confer- 
ences in the two cities. 

In an interview with the 
New York Tunes earlier this 
month he said: “(The) U.S. 
trip is about enlisting sup- 
port for a democratic peace 
settlement, for the notion of 
Irish unity, for an end to ihe 
British occupation” of 
Northern Ireland. 

Mr. Rubin said the U.S. 
government would closely 
follow the negotiations, 
partly through former U.S. 
Senator George Mitchell, 
who is chairing the talks and 
who has close links with 
both Mr. Clinton and Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright. 

He said the ultimate suc- 
cess would depend on 
“whether the parties them- 
selves have come to a con- 
clusion that peace through 
the negotiating table is better 
than conflict through die 
streets.” 

He added: “That’s their 
decision, and all we can do 
in tins kind of a case is try to 
make ourselves available to 
assist in the process.” 


chip away 
at fragile 
Tajikistan 
peace deal 

DUSHANBE (R) — Go- 
vernment security forces 
and Islamist opposition 
fighters clashed near Taji- 
kistan's capital Dushanbe 
Friday, Tajik officials said, 
further imperilling a shaky 
peace accord in the former 
Soviet republic. 

“Two opposition fighters 
were killed in a shoot-out 
with police in Kofamikhon 
(south of Dushanbe),” an 
interior Ministry source in 
Dushanbe raid Reuters. 

In a separate incident, 
government troops and 
guerrillas fought for an 
hour east of Dushanbe Fri- 
day, leaving one govern- 
ment soldier wounded, a 
Tajik Defence Ministry 
spokesman said. 

Five opposition tighten 
were killed in Kofamikhon 
earlier this week after an 
armed standoff with local 
authorities. The Interior 
Ministry source said the 
two fighters were lulled 
Friday trying to resist 
police arrest 

The local administration 
has said it will not allow the 
return of armed opposition 
fighters to Kofamikhon. 
For their part the guerrillas 
based near the town have 
said they do not trust gov- 
ernment safety guarantees 
and have refused to lay 
down their weapons. 

Meanwhile, Islamist guer- 
rillas under hardline field 
commander Rakhmon San- 
ginov clashed with a battal- 
ion of Tajik Defence Minis- 
try troops 9 kilometres cast 
of Dushanbe, the Defence 
Ministry spokesman said. 

. “This is an armed provo- 
cation,” he said. “If this 
action is repeated govern- 
ment forces will take ade- 
quate measures.” 

Daulot Usman, the com- 
mander in chief of opposi- 
tion forces, told Reuters he 
had not heard of the clashes. 

Tajikistan, a mountainous 
republic of 5.7 million 
which borders Afghanistan 
and China, has been rocked 
by violence since the start 
of this month when rival 
pro-govemmem warlords 
fought in and around Du- 
shanbe. 

More serious for the 
republic are the clashes and 
mounting tensions between 
tbe government and the 
Islamists, who supposedly 
signed an end to four years 
of civil war last June. 

- Earlier this week, the 
opposition halted the return 
of 460 guerrillas to 
Dushanbe. 

Their absence has stopped 
tbe new government, a 26- 
member commission head- 
ed by opposition leader said 
Abdullo Nuri and meant to 
work in tandem with Presi- 
dent Imo mali Rakhmonov 
from implementing the ac- 
cord and paving tbe way for 
parliamentary elections 
next year. 


Khmer Rouge supports King 

Sihanouk ’s efforts for peace 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge guerril- 
las Saturday hailed King Norodom Sihanouk as the cement 
of national unity and said they supported his efforts to pro- 
mote peace and national reconciliation in his troubled coun- 
tiy. 

King Sihanouk returned to Cambodia Friday for the first 
time since his son. Prince Norodom Ranariddh, was ousted 
in a coup by his former coalition partner and co-premier, 
Hun Sen. 

"He has asked that the crisis be solved through peace 
calks,” the guerrillas said in a clandestine radio broadcast 
monitored in Phnom Penh. "All Cambodian people, both 
i aside and outside the country, support the king’s idea.” 

"King Sihanouk is a patriot king. He is always the sym- 
bol of the nation, the cement of national unity and national 
reconciliation,” the radio said. 

King Sihanouk. 74, who has been undergoing medical 
treatment in Beijing since February, arrived in the north- 
west town of Stem Reap where he will take part in Buddhist 
prayers for peace and national reconciliation at the nearby 
Angkor temple complex. 

Among government leaders to greet him upon his arrival 
Friday was Mr. Hun Sen. 

The king has had a long and complex history with the 
leftist rebels, whom he first dubbed “Les Khmer Rouges." 

His persecution of the left in the late 1950s and early 
1 960s first forced people such as the notorious Khmer 
Rouge leader Pol Pot into underground opposition to King 
Sihanouk’s rule. 

Then the king formed an alliance with the rebels after he 
was overthrown in a 1970 coup, but was later kept a virtu- 
al prisoner by Pol Pot during his 1975-79 "killing fields" 
rule in which more chan one million people died, including 
14 members of King Sihanouk’s family. 

King Sihanouk again formed an alliance with the Khmer 
Rouge to oppose Vietnam's occupation of Cambodia 
through the 19S0s. 

Prince Ranariddh was overthrown by Hun Sen on July 6 
as their four-year-old coalition government — always 
shaky — collapsed in violence. 

The rebel radio has consistently anacked Mr. Hun Sen, 
labelling him a puppet of Vietnam and calling for united 
opposition to his rule. 

Saturday’s broadcast again referred to Mr. Hun Sen as a 
"puppet” and said King Sihanouk could not accept Hun 
Sen’s July 6 takeover. 

At the time of his ouster. Prince Ranariddh was conduct- 
ing peace talks with senior Khmer- Rouge members who 
broke with Pol Pot in June. 


In recent weeks. Khmer Rouge guerrillas have been help- 
ing royalist troops fight government forces under Mr. Hun 
Sen ip the far northwest of the country, but Prince 
Ranariddh denies any formal military' pact with the rebels. 

Military officials in Siem Reap said the situation around 
the contested northwest border town of O'sinach. 1(X) kilo- 
metres northwest of Siem Reap, was quiet Saturday. 

King Sihanouk Friday issued a fresh call for u ceasefire, 
but clashes erupted around O’smach later in the day. 

Meanwhile Mr. Hun Sen Saturday said a report of a rift 
in his political party was a “terrorist act” and that those 
responsible would be arrested. 

"This (involves) national security and we are going to fol- 
low up to arrest those who made this issue up.” he told 
reporters in this northern town before retumino to the cap- 
ital. 

The powerful second prime minister was referring to u 
statement faxed to news agencies Thursday that purported 
to be an announcement from Mr. Hun Sen's Cambodian 
People’s Party tCPP). The statement said the CPP's leader- 
ship had been changed in protest over the ouster lust month 
of First Prime Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh. 

"We consider this a terrorist act of intimidation (which 
has) poisoned the atmosphere.” Mr. Hun Sen said, adding 
the document, printed on what appeared to be a CPP letter- 
head, was a forgery. 

“Now our intelligence is investigating this issue, we are 
searching for the fax number (of who sent in.” 

h was not clear who distributed the statement, which said 
that CPP President Cheu Sim and party Vice-President. Hun 
Sen had been replaced at an extraordinary congress in 
northern Cambodia attended by more than 1.000 delegates. 

The fax did not carry the sender's number but tho>e with 
questions about the reported congress were asked to send a 
fax to a number in Bangkok, where many of Ranariddh’s 
supporters are now slaying. 

In addition, the font used in the statement was similar to 
that font used in statements from prominent dissident Sam 
Rainsy, a political ally of the prince. 

The number in Bangkok was answered by a recording of 
a man. apparently disguising his voice, announcing in 
English that callers had reached the Cambodian People’s 
Party and to leave a message or send a fax. 

According to the message, Mr. Chea Sim. 64 and presi- 
dent of the National Assembly, was replaced by a 30 -year- 
old female labour union leader, and the party condemned 
Hun Sen’s "bloody coup d’etaL” 

The congress also supposedly abandoned the CPP’s 
allegedly lingering adherence to communism. 


‘El Nino 9 may worsen South East Asian haze 


SINGAPORE (R) — The 
smoky haze affecting parts 
of South East Asia may wor- 
sen as a result of the El Nino 
global weather pattern, the 
daily Smuts Times reported 
Saturday. c- 

The newspaper quoted Tan 
Gee Paw, permanent secretary 
at Singapore’s Environment 
Ministry, as saying El Nino 
could extend this year’s dry 
season in the region. 

“Nineteen ninety-seven is 
expected to be a vety dry 
year in Indonesia, due to the 
current El Nino phenome- 
non, which is expected to be 


the worst this century,” Mr. 
Tan said. 

'The dry season may last 
until December, and tbe 
smoke haze situation could 
deteriorate as it did in 1994 
when our air quality reached 
the 'unhealthy' range for 17 
days.” 

El Nino — Spanish for 
“the child” and named alter 
the Chris! child by Peruvian 
fishermen because it usually 
peaks around Christmas — 
is a warming of water in the 
south eastern Pacific Ocean 
that disrupts weather pat- 
terns around the globe. 


It is known to cause 
drought in some areas and 
floods in others. 

The Straits Times said Sin- 
gapore’s Environment Mi- 
nistry was working closely 
with Indonesia to tackle the 
haze, which is caused by the 
smoke of thousands of forest 
and bush fires across the 
Indonesian islands of Su- 
matra and Kalimantan. 

Singapore, Malaysia and 
large areas of Indonesia have 
been blanketed by the haze 
this season and have issued 
public warnings about exer- 
cising outdoors. 


The newspaper quoted Mr. 
Tan as saying the impact on 
Singapore so far had been 
less dramatic than on Malay- 
sia because the winds had 
not been blowing the smoke 
directly towards the city- 
state on most days. But he 
said El Nino might make the 
haze worse. 

Singapore's Air Quality In- 
dex, which has a scale of 
zero to 500. stood at 7 1 Fri- 
day. putting air quality in the 
'‘moderate” range. Special 
precautions are taken if the 
index rises above 100, the 
newspaper said. 


At 40, Malaysia faces mid-life crisis 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysia, home to one of the 
world's economic miracles, 
turns 40 this weekend and 
faces the same problems that 
many grown-ups would — a 
mid-life crisis. 

Processions by thousands 
of people, fireworks and an 
air show by military jets 
have been planned for the 
party to celebrate 40 years of 
the independence of Malay- 
sia Sunday. 

But beneath the celebra- 
tions are serious worries 
about tbe future of this mira- 
cle. 

Having turned an agricul- 
tural- and minerals-based 
economy into a manufactur- 
ing powerhouse — and man- 
aging the last nine years with 
an economic growth of more 
than eight per cent a year — 
the country faces problems it 
could have not once imag- 
ined. 

The nation's currency, the 
ringgit, is in a nose-dive. 
Stocks are not faring much 
better, while most invest- 
ment analysts are of the 
opinion that the economy is 
overheating. 

Social ills — including 
corruption, teenage crime, 
drug addiction, alcoholism 
and AIDS — are growing 
among its 21 million people. 
So are environmental haz- 
ards such as air pollution, 
forest clearance and choked 
city roads due to Industrial 
expansion, say green groups. 

Political analysts expect 
Prime Minister M ahathir 
Mohammad. Malaysia’s lea- 
der for the last 16 years, to 
strike a sombre note in his 
national day message Sun- 
day. 

“I think we should be more 
prudent from here on with 
managing the economy and 
everything else," said Rus- 
tam Sani. a newspaper co- 
lumnist who has tracked 
Malaysia’s growth since its 
independence from the 
British on August 31, 1957. 

“We may have done well 


so far and the pie is quite big 
for everyone to share.. .the 
test will come when it 
shrinks,” Mr. Rustam Said. 

In fact in a speech Satur- 
day, Mr. Mahathir said tur- 
moil on tbe stock and cur- 
rency markets had cut the 
country’s per capita income 
to $4,200 from $4,600 in 
1996. 

During the last four 
decades, Malaysia has gone 
through four phases of 
industrialisation to grow out 
of its dependence on rubber 
and tin and earn the "Malay- 
sian miracle” tag from the 
World Bank. 

Import substitution in the 
1950s was superseded by 
export-oriented industriali- 
sation in the 1960s. In die 
early 1980s, the government 
developed heavy industries. 

In the mid - 1980s, the 
country began so reverse its 
development strategy from a 
public to private sector 
emphasis. 

' Privatisation has been an 
integral part of the economy 
ever since, particularly to 
promote heavy industrialisa- 
tion and ensure appropriate 
wealth distribution to dep- 
rived indigenous Malays. 

Foreign investment poured 
in. encouraged by political 
and social stability. The 
multi-racial country has had 
race riots only once, in 1969, 
when the Malays clashed 
with the then richer ethnic 
Chinese. 

The prudent policies of 
Mr. Mahathir worked so 
well that even the global 
recession of mid-1980s did 
little damage to Malaysia. 

But in the 1990s, it ap- 
peared as though both the 
prime minister and his coun- 
try could not be satisfied 
with slow and steady 
growth. 

Mr. Mahathir fast-tracked 

indus t rialisati on and Set a 

30-year target for the coun- 
try to be fully developed by 
2020. He initiated one costly 

infrastructure project after 


another and began aspiring 
for records such as the 
world’s tallest building and 
longest city, and Southeast 
Asia's biggest dam. 

Tbe mid-life crisis came 
forcibly this month, in the 
aftermath of a regional cur- 
rency crisis that brought 
about a devaluation of the 
Thai baht and the Philippine 
peso. 

The ringgit plunged to 
2.9650 to the dollar this 
week, its lowest level since 
being officially floated in 
1973. Share Prices on the 
Kuala Lumpur Stock Ex- 
change (KLSE) fell to four- 
year Tows. 

Many analysts predict that 
die economy will slow down 
considerably in the second 
half of this year, with some 
saying that growth could dip 
below eight per cent for the 
first time since 1987. 

Most said 1998 will be 
even slower. 

A Reuters poll of 12 
research houses earlier this 
month showed an estimated 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth of 7.9 per 
cent in 1 997 against the gov- 
ernment's projection of 8.2 
Per cent They expect aver- 
age GDP growth of 7.4 per 
cent in 1998. 

“Most people are knocking 
down their numbers after 
recent developments,” said 
Kevin Chew, an economist 
at Caspian Securities. “Tbe 
ringgit is weakening and the 
period of high-interest rates 
is no longer what we have 
anticipated. This wifi curb 
domestic demand,” be said. 

IVade figures were no less 
worrying. For a country that 
relies on exports for 90 per 
cent of its GDP, there was a 
deficit of 2.7 billion ringgit 
($965 mi Minn ) in the first 
half of this year compared to 
688 million ringgit ($246 
million) in die same period 
last year. 

Exports itself only rose by 
1.9 per cent 

Analysts say many of 


Malaysia's problems are due 
to its eagerness to grow too 
fast, but the 71 -year-old Mr. 
Mahathir vehemently oppos- 
es this. 

He angrily accuses Wester- 
ners, such as U.S. fund man- 
ager, George Soros, of sys- 
tematically trying to destroy 
his country and other suc- 
cessful Asian economies for 
political reasons. 

Mr. Mahathir has accused 
Mr. Soros of engineering the 
sharp fall in the ringgit and 
other southeast Asian cur- 
rencies. Mr. Soros has de- 
nied the charge. 

“We Asian governments 
have worked 40 years to 
build our countries and he 
comes along and destroys 
everything in a month,” said 
Mr. Mahathir recently, refer- 
ring to Mr. Soros, whom he 
has even called a “moron." 

He said Saturday that 
although Malaysia cannot 
close its trade borders, it will 
develop skills to counter 
excessive speculation. 

“We will learn to live in 
tiiis jungle and we will de- 
velop tbe skills to handle the 
wild beasts which room 
inside it,” he said. 

Foreign economists have 
been surprised by the prime 
minister’s savage comments 
against free market prac- 
tices. They were even more 
shocked by the draconian 
action he took this week to 
ban speculation in 100 blue- 
chip shares on the stock 
exchange. 

But to the man-in-the- 
street, Malaysia could have 
not done any better without 
Mr. Mahathir. 

T'm seriously wondering 
what would have happened 
if we didn’t have this man as 
our prime minister,” a taxi 
driver said, while admiring 
the wock being done for 
Sunday’s celebrations. 

With full employment and 
growing incomes, one sup- 
poses ‘many Malaysians can 
still afford to smile for now. 
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Albright’s rescue 
mission 

r 

NOW THAT is it certain that U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright will visit several Middle Eastern 
capitals starting Sept. 9, the eyes of all concerned par- 
ties are focusing on what she could possibly bring with 
her by way of effective policy measures to breathe new 
life into the stalled peace process. On the surface of 
things, the secretary of state felt that “some progress 
has been made” between Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) on security issues and that 
"there is a trend in the right direction,” to justify the 
decision to intervene in the derailed peace talks. This 
assessment most have been borne oat by a string of 
security cooperation measures agreed between the 
two sides, which could restore some confidence and 
trust between them. But the more compelling reason 
for the secretary of state to come here is the rapid 
deterioration in the peace process which propelled 
Israeli Labour leader Ehud Barak to comment that 
the thwarted negotiations require intensive care to 
save them from an irreversible downturn. 

The U.S. State Department spokesman, James 
Rubin, has tried to play down expectations that 
Albright's first visit to the region could achieve 
“instant results’ 1 by reminding us that “she is not a 
magi cian .” Magician or not, all sides expect from the 
visiting secretary of state a great deal, although results 
might not be achieved quickly. 

The immediate parties are fast reaching the stage 
when they will have to reckon with the fundamentals 
of their conflict including the final status talks. 
Perhaps both the Palestinians and the Israelis have 
committed the cardinal sin of delaying negotiations on 
the base features of the ultimate solution to their dis- 
putes including Jerusalem, the size of the Israeli with- 
drawal from the West Bank and the nature of the 
Pales tinian entity that is projected to emerge at the 
end of negotiations. Yet there is no turning back from 
the Oslo accords which envisaged a staged implemen- 
tation of what was agreed upon in order to instill 
trust and faith between the parties and generate a 
momentum that could make easier the resolution of 
very thorny issues. 

Both the PNA leader, Yasser Arafat, and the Israeli 
prime minister, Benyamin Netanyahu, are under 
tremendous pressures from extremists from within 
their own ranks. Militant Palestinians would like 
nothing more than to see an early demise of the Oslo 
accords. Some of Netanyhau's own coalition partners 
would also like nothing more than to bury the Oslo 
accords. Only two days ago former Israeli Premier 
Yitzhak Shamir described Netanyahu as a “bar, an 
opportunist and an egoist," for uo reason other than 
the apparent willingness of the Israeli prime minister 
to adhere to the Oslo pacts. In the eyes of Shamir, 
‘■there are no moderate Arabs with the exception of 
(the late Egyptian President) Anwar Sadat. 

With this in mind, the first order of business for the 
Israeli government is to rid itself of extremists and 
free itself from Shamir’s mentality. And the first pri- 
ority far the PNA Is to consolidate the Pales tinian sup- 
port for the peace process by maintaining national 
unity and ending ail actions by Palestinian hard-liners 
that risk derailing what has already p ainstakingl y 
been achieved. Without the two rides succeeding in 
these efforts, Albright’s own attempts to salvage the 
peace effort would come to naught 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i Saturday praised France for taking tbe 
initiative of urging the European Union to actively participate 
in ensuring the establishment of a permanent peace in the 
Middle East Mahmoud Rimawi said that France has indeed 
been critical of passive stand vis-a-vis the situation in the 
Middle East and Israel’s continued inhuman measures against 
the Palestinians: and nowadays, Paris is planning to join the 
U.S. in a fresh initiative to give momentum to tbe peace 
process, said the writer. Of course Washington does not wish 
to see any European move in the region because it imposes its 
hegemony on its countries and claims full sponsorship of the 
peace process which has not made any progress, especially on 
tbe Israeli-Palestinian track, said the writer. The U.S. is busy- 
ing itself with such issues like the Middle East economic sum- 
mit and is engaged in efforts to prevent Syria and other Middle 
Eastern countries from receiving sophisticated weapons for 
their own defence in the face of Israel's aggression, continued 
the writer. While welcoming the U-S. secretary of state's com- 
ing visit to the region, tbe writer said that the Arab masses con- 
tinue to look with real hope to any initiative from the European 
Union which, be said, maintains very strong historic ties with 
the Arab World. 

■ 

A WRITER for A1 Dustour urged tbe private sector pharma- 
ceutical firms to follow tbe lead of tbe Jordanian government 
in extending help to die Palestinians by sending drugs needed 
for the sick. Hamadeh Faraaneh said that the Jordanian gov- 
ernment has sent eight tonnes of badly needed drugs to the 
Palestinian Ministry of Health to help it cope with the growing 
need for medical treatment of tbe people, and the private sec- 
tor companies are called on to follow suit and move to send tbe 
required assistance. It is a well-known fact that the health min- 
istry's drugstores are facing difficulties due to die heavy debts 
owed to the drug manufacturers, but despite these difficulties, 
the ministry managed to despatch a shipment of medicines and 
medical equipment for the Arab people facing Israel’s block- 
ade, noted tbe writer. By sending the medical assistance, be 
added, the government bis expressed tbe feeling of solidarity 
with tbe Palestinian leadership and people who continue to 
face repression, and the time has come for the private compa- 
nies to follow the government's example and extend ass istance 
that would enhance die -resistance of the Palestinians in the 
lace of occupation and repression. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Faaek 


Is it wise to pursue commercial borrowing! 


IT SEEMS that the government has taken the decision to 
risk putting the Jordanian economy under test in the 
international capital markets by entering the market to 
raise $100 million on pure commercial basis. The trans- 
action will bring about the First Jordanian sovereign loan 
since 1987. 

The purpose of this medium-term loan is ostensibly to 
reestablish Jordan as a creditworthy borrower and an 
acceptable risk to international banks. The funds may be 
used to buy back Jordan’s Brady bonds, currently 
offered in the secondary market at a discount. 

Obviously, the government does not need the bor- 
rowed funds because for several years, the budget post- 
ed cash surpluses, after grants, which were used to 
reduce the stock of the internal public debt There is uo 
guarantee that the whole amount will be used to repay 
debt: part of it may go to the social package or be used 
to finance extra expenditures, one way or other. 

The loan, may be a first step to restore the policy of 
external borrowing. Even if this government uses’ the 
proceeds of the first loan properly, there is no guarantee 
that the next government will not use the second and 
third loans for expansion. * 

Jordan is about to graduate from the International 
Monetary Fund (.IMF) regime by the end of the coming 
year. It does not need to find itself, once more, knocking 
at tbe door of the IMF, asking for help rescheduling. It 


has become- clear by now that such help comes with con- 
ditions that infringe upon one’s sovereignty. 

Government and Central Bank sources show over-con- 
fidence. They claim that the price will be only three 
quarters to one per cent over London Interbank Offered 
Rate (LIBOR). Banks talk about 1.35 to 1.5 per cent 

over LIBOR because the government credit is riot much 
better than the credit of Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC), which agreed to pay 1-5 per cent over 
LIBOR. The company depends on exports of an essen- 
tial material with guaranteed international markets, 
makes all its earnings in dollars and, accordingly, can 
honour its foreign debt repayments even in the worse 
circumstances. 

The intended Jordanian sovereign loan is expected to 
run into some obstacles which can easily be predicted: 
the Jordanian government’s debt commitments are trad- 
ing in the secondary market at a discount: some Arab 
financial institutions, such as foe Kuwaiti institutions, 
will shun the loan on political grounds; British investors 
are still required to make a provision of 11 per cent 
against any Jordanian asset: since a major part of contri- 
butions will come from Jordanian banks or banks oper- 
ating in Jordan, the loan will be partially from Jordan to 
Jordan; and. the loan will be an addition to Jordan’s 
indebtedness, currently 100 per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP), which has a negative effect on the 


» a 


investment climate. Investors expect the host country V 
external debt to not exceed 75 per cent of the GDP.- - 

The treasury is not in need of tbe funds to borrow theur 
on commercial basis and pay interest higher than foe 
market. Tbe Jordanian public opinion is solidly againstr- 
commercial borrowing. It sees borrowing as a sign of- 
weakness rather than strength and creditworthiness, ft frJ 
extremely important to maintain this position- as a safer 
guard against governments’ possible indulgence in- 
future borrowing, because borrowing is easy and tem p , 
ing. It carries problems forward, to future governments 
and generations. 

I am inclined to believe that the IMF urged Jordan to 
tap the Eurodollar market in order to reestablish Jordan's 
credit worthiness and ability to obtain funds from the': 
capital market Once that happens, the donor countries 
will tell us that we no more need tbeir grants and soft 
loans. We should depend on the market 

We are familiar with the small advantages that bor- 
rowing commercially bring about. However, it is unwise 
to embark on this adventure and subject Jordan to inter- 
national market tests prematurely. If foe- test succeeds, 
foe benefits will be minimal, if it fails, the damage will 
be immense. 

Sovereignty can be emphasised and advertised in vari- _ 
ous ways; foe worst is to put it in foe portfolios of for- 
eign bankers. 


Back to Mideast fundamentals : Peace or not? 


By Flora Lewis 

BINI CALAF, Menorca, 
Spain — The prospects for 
an Israeli-Palestinian peace 
are not fading, they are 
dead. At this point, it will 
take a whole new launch.' at 
least as far-reaching as 
Oslo, to resuscitate them, 
and it will be harder than 
before because of the disil- 
lusion. 

The Israeli government 
and the Palestinian leader- 
ship made foe Oslo break- 
through by themselves, 
under Norwegian auspices 
but without outside inter- 
vention. Now it appears that 
foe United States will have 
to provide foe initiative, and 
it clearly is not yet prepared 
for that. 

Before going to foe 
Middle East, Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
needs to make a fundamen- 
tal assessment of where foe 
two sides stand and their 
ultimate expectations, to 
reveal what if any common 
ground now exists. It is no 
longer much use to focus on 
specifics — how many sus- 
pected terrorists Yasser 


Arafat’s police must arrest, 
which road Palestinians 
may travel and when. 

Benyamin Netanyahu 
says be still wants peace, 
but security must come 
first. So Mrs. Albright 
should sit down with him 
and ask, then what? What is 
bis long-term strategy? Just 
what kind of neighbourly 
coexistence does he envis- 
age for the two societies, 
and how does he propose to 
achieve it? 

She should sit with Yasser 
Arafat and ask foe same 
questions. What does self- 
government mean? What 
mutual constraints are 
acceptable and enforceable? 

Who has the gift of peace 
in his bands to give? Who 
will be foe prime beneficia- 
ry? To most people, foe 
obvious answer is both 
sides. But to those who say 
it is foe other side, peace 
means only a victory that is 
impossible to achieve and 
that the Uoited States can- 
not guarantee no matter 
what it does. 

Tbe time provided by tbe 
Oslo formula for incremen- 
tal steps to build confidence 


for a final compromise has 
gone by. It has not brought 
any confidence. On foe con- 
trary, there is much less 
confidence than five years 
ago. But that does not mean 
that plunging straight into 
“final negotiations” on foe 
most contested issues 
would bring any better 
results than edging up to 
them has done. 


Lmum of territory which can 
be disrupted, surrounded, 
denied any chant* of viabil- 
ity at foe sole discretion of 
Israeli authority. 

He refuses to consider an 
independent or even feder- 
ated stare, with Jordan, 
whatever the constraints on 
arms and security, which is 
foe minimum definition of 
peace for . Palestinians. 


“Who has the gift of peace in his 
hands to give? Who will be the 
prime beneficiary? To most people, 
the obvious answer is both sides . 
But to those who say it is the other 
side, peace means only a victory 
that is impossible to achieve and 
that the United States cannot guar- 
antee no matter what it does . ” 


Judging by his recent 
decisions. Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s plan for 
Palestinian self-government 
appears to be a disconnect- 
ed set of enclaves on a min- 


Otherwise, they quite rea-~ 
sonably consider them- 
selves still to be living 
under occupation even if 
the Israeli soldiers are only 
at town limits and not 


patrolling or destroying 
houses anywhere they see 
fit within Palestinian areas, 
as they did before foe start 
of autonomy. 

It is a mistake to focus on 
a succession of individual 
knots in this terribly tangled 
web of aspirations, fears 
and needs — now street-by- 
street rales for Hebron, now 
a list of prisoners — and to 
proclaim that “progress" is 
being made in tbe “peace 
process!" It only distracts 
from a requisite clarity of 
purpose. 

It does not really matter 
whether foe two suicide 
bombers of Jerusalem’s 
central market were living 
within foe borders of man- 
dated Palestine or infiltrated 
from a Palestinian camp 
outside. They represent an 
extremist danger which 
Israel cannot fully eliminate 
among its own citizens — : 
as • shown i> y. ; foe assassina- 
tion of Prime Minister 
Yitzhdk* "R’dbiri 'or ' the 
Hebron massacre by foe 
American-born Israeli 
Baruch Goldstein. 

Fanatics are always a dan- 
ger, and their society needs 


incentives to isolate and 
defang them. -Mr. 
Netanyahu is relying on 
fierce collective punish- 
ment to provide foe incen- 
tive, but it won't work. 
Such is foe dialectic of 
guerrilla warfare. 

And then, what if Mrs. 
Albright puts the right ques- 
tions and gets no forward- 
looking, usable answers, 
only mote self-justifying 
polemics? At least foe 
United States will know foe 
reality with which it is deal- . 
ing and stop stumbling 
along from disappointment 
to disappointment. 

The United States has 
guaranteed foe survival of 
Israel. It must and will stand 
by that. But foe commit- 
ment implies a right to ask 
what kind of Israel, based 
on what intentions towards 
its neighbours, what is to be 
expected and - what is d# 
goal. If, after all foe hopes;' 
there is no current basis f&- 
achieving a peaceful settle- 
ment, then U.S. policy must 
take that candidly into 
account 

International Herald Tribune 


Mideast: The solution is still ‘land for peace’ 


By Stephen S. Rosenfeid 

WASHINGTON — 

Benyamin Netanyahu has 
altered the terms of Middle 
East diplomacy in a way 
that confirms and protects 
his ruling Likud Party’s 
reluctance to yield much 
territory and any sovereign- 
ty to the Palestinians. Bill 
Clinton and his diplomats 
give scant sip of address- 
ing foe implications of foe 
change. Their innocence 
makes American policy 
increasingly prone to irrele- 
vance. 

In foe old days, the terms 
of foe Israeli-Palestinian 
struggle were territory and 
peace. The Israelis would 
give up captured territory, 
foe Palestinians would settle 
into a normal relationship. 
Israel’s Labour Party nailed 
those terms into the Oslo 
interim agreement of 1993, 
whose results Mr. Clinton 
hailed on the South Lawn. 

Now there is no more talk 
of territory for peace — tbe 
basic deal that foe company 
of nations has always 
embraced. The promise of 
Israel returning territory has 
been quietly moved off the 
table. 

What foe Palestinians are 
now offered is not territory 
in the old Labour sense, and 
certainly not anything like 
even a marginal state of 
their own. They are offered 
merely a status of self-rule 
heavily circumscribed by 
Israeli prerogatives, and a 
relationship with the Israelis 
regulated by Israeli needs of 
foe moment 

Imagine that foe 
Palestinians did everything 
the Israelis asked in the way 
of cracking down on terror- 
ists — everything. They 
would get in return just a 
small, dependent misshapen 
territory carved up by Israeli 
roads and vulnerable to 
Israeli intervention foe first 
time a kid threw a stone. 



This seems to me what the 
Israelis in command are 
pursuing. They have wed- 
ded foe claims of security to 
the claims of ideology and 
produced a political config- 
uration that cannot possibly 
become foe basis of foe sort 
of negotiation that the 
United States encourages 
and that most people have in 
mind — including, at least 
in good cycles, perhaps a 
majority of Israelis. 


and she government is now 
at foe point where it is not 
asking to work out Israeli 
security on mutually agreed 
terms but simply to impose 
Israeli security require- 
ments. 

Just two days before the 
latest suicide bombing, Mr. 
Netanyahu was publicly 
celebrating his success in 
“lowering the level of ter- 
rorism" by inducing 
Palestinians to undertake 


proud.” Then foe bombs 
went off, and suddenly Mr. 
Netanyahu had a long list of 
new things the Palestinians 
must immediately do to pro- 
tect Israelis. 

He is right, of course, in 
making high security 
demands on foe 
Palestinians. His core 
demand here is right, too: 
The Palestinians cannot be 
allowed to use security 
cooperation as a lever to 


Gold, put it to me last week 
— did not let violence hover 
ovqr foe negotiating table. 
Nor should Yasser Arafat 
But it is wildly self-delu- 
sional, if it is not just plain 
cynical, for Israelis to imag- 
ine that their own political 
behaviour has no effect on 
the Palestinian National 
Authority's (PNA) readi- 
ness to restrain both offi- 
cially condoned and infor- 
mally generated terrorism. 


“ What the Palestinians are now offered is not territory in the old Labour 
certainly not anything like even a marginal state of their own . They t 
merely a status of self-rule heavily circumscribed by Israeli prerogatives, < 
tionship with the Israelis regulated by Israeli needs of the moment 


The Israelis are commonly 
thought of as realists in 
these matters. But realism 
would require a measure of 
enlightened cooperation. 


‘'restraining moves along- 
side the actions we take — 
things which perhaps the 
public doesn’t know of. but 
of which I am extremely 


induce Israeli bargaining 
concessions. 

: The Egyptian and 
Jordanian leaders — as a 
close Netanyahu aide, Done 


It also is delusional to 
think that even foe fairest 
and most enlightened Israeli 
policy would lift from foe 
Israelis foe full curse of 


Palestinian terrorism. This 
awful phenomenon has 
sources beyond foe normal 
political reach. But if nor- 
mality is a prize that Israel 
cannot soon expect to win, 
then surely it can look for- 
ward to a diminu tion of ter- 
rorism and to foe comforts 
of international cooperation 
and sympathy in foe strug- 
gle against it 

As it is now, the Israeli 
position on terrorism 
involves an all-out and, if 
necessary, lonely struggle in 
which all tactics are justi- 
fied. The resolve is to come 
down hard on Mr. Arafat 
and other offenders in order 
to demonstrate that 
Palestinian depredations 
have a cost 

Those who do not have to 
go about every day wonder- 
ing if their fellow bus pas- 
senger is a suicide bomber 
have an obligation of empa- 
thy; Israelis monitor it 
closely. But an obligation of 
empathy also runs to 
Palestinians striving for a 
political objective — a state 
— that is considered reason- 
able and normal in most 
parts of foe world 

At Oslo, Israelis bravely 
took a long step towards 
accommodating Palestinian 
political aspirations. Mr. 
Arafat subsequently made 
some but not enough effort 
to check terrorism. He must 
deliver. But he will be better 
able to deliver if he has 
something to show for it on 
foe political side. 

Respectful to a diplomatic 
fault of Israel’s political 
constrictions, the Clinton 
administration needs to 
speak out strongly not only 
agains t terrorism but also 
for a political settlement 
based on side-by-side 
Israeli and Palestinian 
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Amman bin rasher to do that 
within a structured manner 
that involves academia, busi- 
ness )mS government in Jor- 
dan itself m a sustained and 
structured meaner. 

“I would like 10 emphasise 
that it is dear that the Jordan- 
ian industrial policy is in its 
infancy.” the Prince 
observed. 

“There is an emphasis on 
international com petiti ve - 

ness and this is one of the 
problems we face, with the 
term globalisation." 

There are those who 
bdieve thatcoppersmon io an 
And> and Islamic coreext is 
important There are those 
who bdieve thin, cooperation 
within the context of the 27 
Meditenaneao countries is 
impumatL There are those 
who. believe that activating, 
as 1 do. of the Euxo-Med 
partnership is important. And 
there are those who believe 
in the Euro-Atianticcoopera- 
non as well as- (those who 
believe in) a sustained effort 
of West Asia learning from 
East Asia. 

The Prince told his guests 
that: T do emphasise the 
importance of this mrirnaig 
exchange of knowledge and 
the importance of a frame- 
work of infonnation flow.” 

’‘This conmry still lacks a 
knowledge . base which is 
dependable in all aspects of 
public life. We cannot build 
an economic, political or 
social discourse without a 
knowledge base.” 

Information is essential not 
only to industrial' policy, but 
as well to the erincarionai 
management, technological 
management -aid industrial 
management as part of a 
comprehensive approach 
management and the new 
system of managing infor- 
mation leading to a self-con- 
fident and knowledge-based 
national policy which is 
proactive,” the Crown Prince 
said (see related story on 
page 8). 




f 


Sudan, 

Uganda 

meeting 


(Continued from page 1) 

government overtures 
“encouraging." 

CoL Garang, however; 
Thursday dismissed Gen. 
Bashir's efforts as self-serv- 
ing, and tilled out rninratiare 
talks. 

“At the present time, 
Bashir is interest e d to sefl his 
internal agreement," the 
rebel leader told journalists, 
refecting to the (teal cut with 
splinter groups. 

“He (Bashir) needs a hand- 
shake from me. It is for his 
purpose,” " added CoL 
Garang. 

In' Khartoum, Bret Vice 
President AI Zuabir 
Mohammed Salih called 
Col. Garang's failure to par- 
ticipate “an evasion and pro- 
crastination CoL Garang has 
always resorted to whenever 
a call for dialogue is made.” 
Tf Garang has certain 
demands, be can present 
them at the negotiating table 
instead of evading talks.” Mr. 
Salih was quoted as saying 
by the Akhbar Al Ybum daily 
Saturday. 

Sudan Coordination Coun- 
cil President Riek Machar 
was also quoted in the state- 
nm Al Aribaa daily as saying 
“Garang's evasion of talks is 
not new” recalling that the 
rebel leader had failed to - 
show fora mp^ring with him 
in Kampala and also turned 
down an invitation to an 
IGAD-sponsored meeting 
with a Sudanese government 
delegation in Nairobi. 


Human rights organisation warns about efforts 

to dispense with the refugee question ‘ so there will 

■ 

be nothing to talk about in the final status talks’ 


FoU&virtg is a Solidarity 
International for Human 
Rights statement "On the 
Palestinian Refugees Issue " 
presented on Aug. 27, 1997, 
by Laura Drake, memeber 
of the board of directors 
and head cf the SIHR dele- 
gation to the U.N. 
International Organisa- 
tions Meeting. held in Gene- 
va: 

FOR THE Palestinian peo- 
ple as a whole, inside and 
outside, the moment of 
truth is coining. Standing in 
the shoes of the Palestinian 
refugees - outside, the 
ground underfoot has never 
been shakier. The “peace 
process,” as it stands now, 
threatens to uproot certain 
among them one last time 
and disperse them to 
unknown and far away 
locations, as a hurricane 
picks up and scatters debris 
across the landscape. 

Over the years, the 
refugee issue is one side of 
the core Palestinian issue 
triad (Jerusalem and self- 
determination are the other 
two). It began as a humani- 
tarian issue, yet was gradu- 
ally transformed into a 
political issue. This was 
among the greatest gains of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and the 
Palestinian people at large. 
The “peace process” in a 
move of back to the future, 
now threatens to turn it 
back into a strictly humani- 
tarian issue, and to a lesser 
degree, into a security 
issue. 

As an international 
human rights association, 
we hold Sat it is patently 

nnh iimanitarian to Heal 

with a political issue con- 
cerning populations as if ir 
were £' humatiitati£ff issue ' 


concerning mere individu- 
als. One might say that the 
aggregate realisation of 
individual rights leads 
inductively to the realisa- 
tion of the collective rights 
of the many, yet this is only 
true if the right of the col- 
lectivity has already been 
recognised. Individual 
rights only lead to collec- 
tive rights so long as the 
Individuals are dealt with in 
their collective context. The 
moment they arc separated 
from one another they are 
politically atomised and 
thereby oppressed, both 
individually and collective- 
ly- 

This is because the treat- 
ment of refugees as individ- 
ual humanitarian “prob- 
lems,” sometimes called 
“coses,” causes a fragmen- 
tation of their interest base, 
thereby depriving each 
Palestinian refugee of the 
strength of all the others. As 
an unprotected, depoliti- 
cised individual, his posi- 
tion is weakened by orders 
of magnitude, he stands 
small and vulnerable in 
front of die ravages of insti- 
tutions and nations. 

An individual refugee 
cannot hope to achieve, 
protect and preserve his 
internationally recognised 
rights, including but not 
limited to his national, cul- 
tural, economical and reli- 
gious rights if be must face 
these mammoth political 
forces alone and without 
political leverage of his 
own. The individual Pales- 
tinian’s only leverage is bis 
people, his political repre- 
sentation, his steadfastness, 
and die Arab and 
international forces that 
stand beside him. Deprive 
him of these, and he will be 
forced to -give up everything - 


else: all his rights, past, pre- 
sent and future, for mere 
survival. It becomes every 
person for himself on the 
Palestinian side, while the 
Israeli side and the forces 
supporting it stand organ- 
ised, politicised and unified 
in their destructive stance. 
The phenomenon of the 
Lebanon camps emptying 
themselves of large seg- 
ments of their population is 
on early warning of the dis- 
aster that looms before us. 


“refugee question" politi- 
cally irrelevant and obso- 
lete, to disempower ihe 
Palestinian refugees once 
ami for all by disposing of 
their problem and expung- 
ing their rights. The aim is 
to eventually render them 
forgotten and expendable, 
by separating them from 
their leadership, their insti- 
tutions, their rights, their 
hope, and most importantly. 
From each other. 

Some of die underground 


same congressman who has 
been working hard to cut 
off U.S. economic assis- 
tance to the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
and who has managed to 
close the PLO office in 
Washington, if only tem- 
porarily. 

His delegates, in particu- 
lar his hardline pro- Israeli 
staff member Deborah 
Bohdlander. were spotted in 
the Gulf .Arab countries this 
past April. They were there 


“The Israelis dnd their supporters in the United States 
have been hard at work trying to find what they call 
* solutions 9 for the Palestinian refugee problem that do 
not begin to address , , much less satisfy , the basic inter- 
nationally recognised Palestinian rights . We fear that 
their objective is really not to find solutions, but to find 
ways to render the entire subject of the ‘refugee ques- 
tion 9 politically irrelevant and obsolete, to disempower 
the Palestinian refugees once and for all by disposing 
of their problem ana expunging their rights . The aim 
is to eventually render themforgotten and expendable , 
by separating them from their leadership, their institu- 
tions, their rights , their hope, and most importantly, 
from each other 


The Israelis and their sup- 
porters in the United States 
have been hard at work try- 
ing to find what they call 
“solutions” for the Palestin- 
ian refugee problem that do 
not begin to address, much 
less satisfy, the basic inter- 
nationally recognised 
Palestinian rights. We fear 
that their objective is really 
not to find solutions, but to 
find ways to render the 
entire subject. of the 


efforts to dispense with the 
refugee question in advance 
of the final status talks — 
so there will be nothing to 
talk about — are being 
spearheaded by certain 
members in the United 
States Congress. Congress- 
man Benyamin Gilman of 
New York, as the head of 
the International Relations 
Committee in the Hdtiise of 
Representatives, has been at 
the forefront. He is the 


to talk not only about Gulf 
security but also about the 
final status issues in the 
Middle East “peace 
process"; the objective was 
to eliminate two of those 
issues in advance of negoti- 
ations. As the congressional 
staff delegation was trying 
to convince the Gulf states 
to forget about occupied 
Arab East Jerusalem, an 
integral pan of the occupied 
West Bank and capital of 


any future Palestinian state, 
and to accede to the “reali- 
ty" of its unattainability and 
to acquiesce in Israel's eter- 
nal occupation of the city, 
tbe same delegation 
requested that each of the 
six southern Gulf states 
resettle 30.000 Palestinian 
refugees from Lebanon. 

Among six Gulf states 
this equals 180.000 
refugees. Israel would 
agree to the return of 

75.000 more as a symbolic 

gesture; at the same time, it 
would expect Lebanon to 
permanently resettle 

100.000 more in the name 
of “reciprocity." And 
indeed, these numbers add 
up to a total of 355,000 
Palestinian refugees, which 
is precisely equal to the 
Palestinian refugee popula- 
tion in Lebanon. Fortunate- 
ly. the response from the 
Gulf states was that the 
solution to the Palestinian 
refugee problem is in Pales- 
tine, not in the Gulf. Need- 
less to say, Mr. Gilman's 
staff delegation was also 
seen in Lebanon during the 
same time period; presently 
another of Gilman's delega- 
tions, presumably to be 
headed by him personally 
this time, is in Tel Aviv to 
meet with the Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai. The coordina- 
tion on final status between 
the U.S. Congress and the 
Israeli security establish- 
ment exists ar the highest of 
levels, with the political and 
security issues tightly inter- 
twined. 

As for the human rights of 
the refugees, both as 
refugees and as Palestini- 
ans. these obviously have 
no place in the U.S.-Tsraeli 
deliberations, nor should 
anyone reasonably expect 


them to. Nor is this the fust 
coven Israeli effort that has 
been made against the 
Palestinian refugees, partic- 
ularly those who have taken 
refuge in Lebanon. The 
other effort concerned the 
use of Israeli leverage 
against Iraq: if Baghdad 
would agree to resettle all 
350.000 of the Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon and 
perhaps also some from 
Syria in Iraq's western 
desen, then Israel would 
help to get the sanctions 
lifted. If Iraq refused. Israel 
would be sure that they 
were never lifted. It was a 
typical exploitation of the 
“road to Washington runs 
through Tel Aviv" dictum: 
thankfully, the Iraqis were 
sman enough to reject it, ar 
least for now, and no per- 
manent damage thus far 
was done. Israel was com- 
pelled to terminate its Iraqi 
contacts due to vigorous 
complaints from the U.S. 
administration that its 
efforts were endangering its 
brpader Iraq policy. 

Of course, there was no 
guarantee that Israel would 
follow through on its side 
of any such bargain, just as 
it has not followed through 
in any way whatsoever to 
arrive at a historical accom- 
modation with the Palestin- 
ian people. Israel's effort to 
use Iraq to dispense with 
the refugee issue and send 
the Palestinians far away 
from the border forever was 
a cynical attempt to exploit 
the human misery in Iraq as 
a result of the sanctions and 
that of the Palestinians in 
Lebanon because of tbe 
withdrawal of PLO and 
international charity funds 
in tbe wake of the Madrid 
Conference in 1991 and the 
Oslo agreement in 1993. 








For starters you receive the fastest service in Jordan, 
through the quickest international connection speed (512 
kbps) and modem speed (33.6 kbps). We have the highest 
number of telephone lines and modems to serve you, which 
means you can go anywhere you want to, quickly and 

efficiently. 

■ 

Add to that our Global Internet Roaming, 
which allows you to get. your e-mail with a 
local connection from 2,700 locations 
worldwide, and now you can really go 
places trouble free! And there is more... 

Travel the world as yqu browse the 
World Wide Web, instantaneous 


delivery of local and international e-mail, local and 
international Internet Relay Chat, a Newsgroup with 
hundreds of Local and International topics, even a Game 

Server for you to play on-line games with others! 
The list is endless. 


And don't forget, we provide you 
with the best price packages in 
Jordan, which- includes 
unlimited and free time on 
the Internet between 11pm 
and 7am. Need we say more? 


8 SK& ■: r. V -43 






L, -f . .1 .. 


Now your world is one 
with Blohal One. 


■ ■•*« 






■kStfrfC . ■■ ' ■ • v * r 


, -■ j*. . yrj-n . 

‘ ‘ : ■ ■ >=j L-Ataafe 

— i ,, ^ 11 


■c ■ 




IT. Vi 


Qoball 


ne 


su 


• ■ 


T Deutsche 
Telekom 


Fraece Telecom 


\*~L\ 


Sales Tel; 685101 • Fax: 700328 
E-mail; info @ go.com.jo http:// www.go.com.jo 









I 

i 




8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Sunday, August 31, 1997 



His Majesty King Hussein presides over the seminar on industrial policy held at the Royal Scientific Soci- 
V Saturday. The round table meeting was attended also by His Royal Highness Crown Prince H 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali and other senior officials (Petra photo) 


Hassan, 


‘Private dynamism ’ is the secret of 


Japan’s success, expert tells Jordanians 


By Samir Ghawi ■ 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — ‘'Private 
dynamism’' and not indus- 
trial policy was the most 
important factor behind the 
rapid economic growth in 
Japan, a Japanese expert 
told an industrial policy- 
seminar and round-table 
held at the Royal Scientific 
Society' Saturday. 

The seminar and round- 
table was attended by His. 
Majesty King Hussein, His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and several 
ministers and senior eov- 
emment officials. 

According to the Japanese 
expert. Hirohisa Kohama, 
economic professor at Uni- 
versity of Shizuoka, the 
dynamism of the private 
sector, or in other words, the 
market mechanism is the 
secret of Japan’s post-war 
economic success. 

“Of course, industrial and 
export promotion policies 
played their own role. How- 
ever. the implementation of 
industrial policy was in a 
manner assisting the effi- 
ciency-oriented manage- 
ment of the economy based 
on the dynamism of the pri- 
vate sector.” Dr. Kohama 
explained. 

The professor defined 
industrial policy as an inter- 
action mechanism between 
the private sector and the 



A scene showing the seminar during the afternoon session (Petra photo) 


government. 


It is true that the Japan- 
ese government, in particu- 
lar M1TI f Ministry of 
International Trade and 
Industry) implemented vari- 
ous industrial and export 
promotion policy measures 
in post-war Japan. Howev- 
er. M1TI did not always lead 
the private sector and’ pri- 
vate companies did not 
always respond as expected 
by MITI.” he said. 


The lecturer highlighted 
the importance of macro- 
economics stability for the 
private sector and market 
mechanism to play their 
role. He also listed several 
misunderstandings on 
Japan's economic develop- 
ment. 

He said it is not true that 
Japan performed rapid eco- 
nomic growth because the 
initial income level was 
very high when Japan start- 
ed the modem growth. 

Dr. Kohama also men- 
tioned macroeconomic sta- 
bility as another misunder- 
standing noting that in the 
mid-1990s Japan experi- 
enced a slight deflation. 

“Based on the long stable 
economy, many misunder- 
stand Japan never experi- 
enced inflation,” he said. 
“Just after the World War IT 
Japan experienced a 3-digit 
inflation until the beginning 
of 1949.” 

The expert told his audi- 
ence that non-Japanese and 
even young Japanese mis- 
understand Japan's leading 
sectors have been hi-tech 
industries and Japan has 
been faced with huge cur- 
rent account surplus. 

He noted that more than 


one third of Japan's exports 
was textiles until the mid- 
50s. 

Other misunderstandings 
mentioned by Dr. Kohama 
were that Japan is the origi- 
nal model of export-led 
growth and that the rapid 
industrialisation was led by 
the government. 

The expert credited the 
Japanese economic success 
to competition in addition to 
private dynamism men- 
tioned earlier. 

“So far as competitive 
conditions are ensured even 
in protected and oligopolis- 
tic market, like ' post-war 
Japan, entrepreneurs have a 
strong incentive to improve 
productivity and 

international competitive- 
ness.” Dr. Kohama stressed. 

He indicated that industri- 
al policy designed to pro- 
mote the private sector's 
initiative to improve com- 
petitiveness seems to be 
rational as long-term devel- 
opment policy. 

According to the lecturer. 
Japanese manufacturers 
have been very much eager 
to technology improvement 
and new technology import. 

“Even before trade liber- 
alisation. Japanese manu- 


facturers had pressures of 
the competition with for- 
eign companies because 
they knew they had to com- 
pete with foreign compa- 
nies in a near future.” he 
said. 

‘This is one of the reasons 
they were eager to technolo- 
gy improvement in order to 
improve their international 
competitiveness,” the 
expert added. 

Dr. Kohama spoke about 
protection policy and grad- 
ual liberalisation noting that 
in the early phase, domestic 
industries in Japan were 
heavily protected and pro- 
moted. He added: 

“However, all business- 
men, economists and gov- 
ernment officials knew that 
Japan should open the 
domestic market in the near 
future in the 1950s. They 
know trade liberalisation 
will be done in the 1960s 
and followed by capital lib- 
eralisation.” 

Dr. Kohama stressed that 
the government should 
announce the schedule of 
liberalisation. 


(Continued on page 9) 


Peanuts 


HEY, MANAGER. .i'm 
FILIN© A COMPLAINT 
[WITH THE LEAGUE OFFICE 
THAT YOU'RE TOO HARD 
ON YOUR. PLAYERS.. 


WE DON'T 
HAVE A 
LEA6UE 
OFPICE 


I FILED IT WITH 
YOUR CATCHER. 


C 




K* ' 


•*- 


Vi » 






Andy Capp 


© 1977 Ufift. OB 

OtSI SYTiOCATtO* mWATWot 

VU A0TTH AMERICA SfflOCAtE MC 


HOWVWS 
VDURMUMfe 
R4KTY, 

FLO?/ VERYNICE, 
RUBE.VERy 
AMIABLE 


GATHERING 


PW] 


ANDY 
BEHAV_ „ 
HIMSELF? 


he wasn't 
INVTTED- 

VOU KNOW 
HER VIEWS 


AMIABILITY IS TOO GOOD 
TO SHARE WITH JUST 
ANYBODY 

NO.NO, I SHOULDN'T LAUGH 



Y 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


HOW. 

ARE YOU 
FEELING 
DSARP 


OH, I 


MY head’s splitting. 


MV BACK HURTS AND 


THE HOUSE IS A 


MESS/ 


LISTEN/ GO LIE 
DOWN AND I'LL 
COME OVER AND 
MAKE DINNEB 
AMD CLEAN 
WHILE 
YOU 

Rest 

UNTIL 
JOHN 

come: 

HOME/ 


JOHN? 

MY HUSBANDS 

name isnY 

JOHN/ 




u 


NmI a* IT. L PM. ftfn 1 


ML 


IT o 

ISN'T? 
OH, MY/ 

r must 
HA v/E 
THE 
WRONG 
NUMBER 

I 


• I 


OH. THEN 
YOU'RE NOT 

COMING OVER? 






jrf. 


• » m 

m wmp m 




R 


$ 


! I 



■DC 




Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices 


30/08/9718:22 




mm 

-GBP^ 

1 * ■ -r ,.W 



pa 



US Dollar 

- 

1^482 

0.6301 

1^189 

127.48 

1J937 

1801.25 



DE Marie 

05417 

- 

03410 

O 

63.63 

0.7544 

974.65 


3J38& 

GB Sterling 

1^870 


- 

24113 

186.83 

2JI118 

2860.75 


9.8842 

CH Franc 

06584 

AZ 

0.4t4l 

- ' 

. 77.33 

0L91S8 

118S.Y1 

137,27 

4.0938 

JP Yen 


1J711 


1J29Z7 

- 

1.1858 

1&32 

178.86 

5L2957 

GADoHar 

0J175 

1 * 3305 


1X944 

.1.18 

' « ‘ 

1295LSS 

L497B 

449121 

IT Lira 

0.0006 


0-3496 


1535.16 

0.7738 

- _ 

11-54 

34545 I 

ML GuUdar 

0-4808 

8840 


73.08 

56M 


868.12 

- 

I 

FR Franc 

0.1607 

0^967 

0.1012 

24^4094 

18.85 


33.41 


- 1 


Middle Eastern Currencies 












US Dollar 

- 



03770 



34728 



Jordan Unar 

1.4124 

- 



5.1412 

0.431 1 

5.1876 

217232 

4.78T1 ] 

Saudi Riyal 

0-2666 

0.1888 

- 


037 

g»Tl' 

038 

41007 

WV'r-L§\ 

Bahrain Din^- 

2.65 

1^8781 

93491 

■ - j 

9.68 


9J4 

407929 

asm 

Qatar Dinar 


0.1945 

1-0304 

1.0304 

- 


1.01 

42233 

0 £209 

Kuwait Dinar. 

02760 

23194 


1^350 

11-92 

. . - 


503849 

03299. 

Emirates Dinar 

0^723 


1.0212 

ai026 

0.9911 

0.0831 

- 

418.75 

0S216 

UbanesartOOO 

0L65 



0J451 

23687 

04985 

238&0 


22009 

Egyptian 

02954 

0.2092 

1.1080 

0.1114 

13753 

0.0902 

1-0850 

- 

45436 

- 


Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 


n'fPs?; 



Brent 

1299 

‘ 19 “ 17 I 

KV. Tea 

20.U 


Bonny 

1839 

19.17 

Dobai 


17.70 

UL Gas 

217.00 

21200 








AE Dirham 

02723 


0.1715 

0.4U 

.31S92 

KW Dinar 

33760 



43801 

38431 

BH Dinar 

03770 


13706 


ti tost 

CY Pound 

14395 

3-3937 

1.1573 

27916 

21529 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


:svi(Wa i- ! 



Gold (oz's) 

323 

3233 

Silver fez's) 

432 

434 ‘ 

Platinum (oz’s) 

413 

416 

AL (3 Months) 

1644 

1646 

CU (3 Months) 

2188 

2190 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1494 

1499 

Lead (3 Months) 

620 

623 

Nf (3 Months) 

8730' 

6750 


Period 1 




Ctnaf! 

mo*-: 



USD 

5-43 

539 

539 

5.78 

SJB7 

GBP 

6-94 

730 

7.12 

■ 7.18 

721 

JPY 

0.44 

045 

0-45 

036 

0A7 

DEM 

212 

221 

235 

243 

3A4 ’ 

FRF 

223 

. 3:31 

240 

352 

258 

CHF 

.123 

1-38 

153 

1j43 

1.70 

ITL 

6.73 

6.70 

6.60 

6.43 

627 


Main Equity Indices 




. .Value. 

■cbm 




NewYork 

DOW JONES 

7994-52 

-26.71 

-0-33 

8023.1 

7988L5 

80212 

Nswyork 

s&psar 

93266 

-2.K 

-029 

939L47 

-S3228 

83925 

F 

London 

FT-SE 100 

49827 


IL51 

4994.1 

4962-5 

4858.4 

Tokyo 

NTKK1E225 

19157-12 

-95.11 

4).4B 

19394 

i»ii» 

19252 

Paris 

CAC40 

2960 A3 

-18.64 

-0.63 

2992.6 

2951 

29723 

ftankfurt - 

DAX * . 

425267 

3224 

0.72 

42785 

424t^ 

42224 


Energy 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Commod%:: : ; 



Coffee (c/lbs) 

170 

spot - 

Cocoa (SKori) 

1596 ‘ 

Spot 

Sugar ($/ton) 

347.6 

Spot 

Wheat (Ston) 

143 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

22-02 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 


Spot 

Barley ($/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice($/lon} 

450 

Spot 


^:Curt«0fcjr; : ;< 



US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GBStetfflng 

1.1262 

T.1SI8 

DE Mark 

0J808 

0^827 

1 .CH Franc 

0.4839 

-04862- 

FR Franc 

0.113 

0.1136 

■. JPYeri ■■ 

05999 

08029 

NL Guilder 

03382 

0-3399 

rrUra 

0J91 2 

ft3932 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Result of a test 
- break? 

6 Thyroid, for one 
11 Status — 
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17 Former 
chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of 
Staff 
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20 Wind dir. 

21 Seeded 
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24 Seasoned 

25 Mail 
27 British 

statesman 

32 Humble home 
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35 Dams 

36 “■ — and 
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4Q Buffoon 
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Argo 
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48 Firearm 
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55 Name in fashion 
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by Randall J. Hartman 


Monday's Puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 “Arsenic and 
‘ Old —" 

2 Biblical prophet 

3 Ivy League - 
school 

4 Weapon 

5 Reflective 

6 Farmer 

7 Grass plot 


8 Summer cooler 

9 Zip 

10 Predicament 

11 Heraldic flower 

12 Prod 

13 — about 
(approximately) 

18 Vatican resident 

23 Immediately 

24 Frees 

25 Od World plant 

26 Part 

27 Corpulent 

28 Modest 
behavior 

29 Coldness 

30 Even 

31 Spike and 
Bruce 

32PDQ 

36 Sheltered bay 

37 Way 

38 Lark’s cousin 

40 Hook-and- 
ladder rider 

41 Sparkling 
43 Ripjcen of 

baseball 
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44 Prayer 

45 Cartel acronym 

48 City on the 
Tevere 

49 Goat kin 

50 Las Vegas 
machine 


51 Bottle part 

52 Wings 

53 Building 
additions 

56 Genetic material 

57 Small role 

58 Court 
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yew better ways to gain 
your wishes,'. Home _ life 
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evening wife a bigwig. 7 
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LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Show off your ambi- 
tions today and listen to an 
outside fellow . associate 
who has -fine. modem 
ideas*, make sure that yoar 
presentation is as fine as 
your ideas, thereby you 
will gain the attention of a 
bigwig. - ... 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Help your 
loved. ones today by tak- 
ing cm more duties at 
home. Set aside some time 
for your creative career, 
activities. A despondent, 
friend could use a call of 
support, so make the effort 
to render some assistance. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Be generous 
at home today and try to. 
make your home more- 
charming for those yon 
invite. An inspired idea, 
could benefit both ybu^ 
self and others, so make., 
every effort to get foe 
advice of knowledgeable 
people. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Tins 
morning labour to-J 
strengthen the . family 
bond, so keep your mind 
focused on what you real- 
ly want Retire early tiiis 
evening for good health, 
thereby you will be pre- 
pared to deal with stressful 
days ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December- 
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ished distant cause more 
feasible, 'thereby you will 
gain the recognition of: a 
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morning plan your days 
ahead ambitiously, there- 
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ones later this evening, 
thereby you can show sup- 
port 
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economise although 


recent demands are great, 
thereby you will have 
extra hinds for an emer- 
gency which could occur 
at any time. 
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March 20) Make your 
plans privately for foe 
least obstruction whb your 
career activities- Plan your 
days ahead carefully' to 
avoid - waste doting this 
crucial period. You should 
not overspend on any 
items you desire. . 
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Industrial associations played major role between 
the government and the private sector in Japan 
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( Continued tram page 8) 

“Gradual and step-by-step 
liberalisation is desirable 
but liberalisation schedule 
should not be substantially 
changed by political pres- 
sure once it is aimouncedL” 
he said. 

He added: “Private man- 
ufacturers should make 
every effort to improve 
their competitiveness by 
the scheduled lime of liber- 
alisation/' 

According to Dr. 
Kohama. efficiency -orient- 
ed economic management, 
severe competition in pro- 
tected and oligopolistic 
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market and the conscious- 
ness of international com- 
petition have important 
implications to the contem- 
porary developing and 
transitional economies. 

Under the subtitle 
“Lessons for Economic 
Reform/ 1 the lecturer 
examined two aspects: The 
mentality change and the 
essence of industrial poli- 
cy. 

He said: There are no 
doubt conditions which 
must be met before indus- 
trial policy-based ways of 
thinking tailored to each 
nation become possible. In 
a situation where macro- 
economic stability has yet 
to be attained, we believe 
that it would be difficult to 
consider mid- and long- 
term industrial policies. 

Even if such macroeco- 
nomic stability has been 
achieved* it will still be dif- 
ficult to implement indus- 
trial policies if so-called 
“development of a market 
economy” and "price liber- 
alisation M are performed in 
an environment where peo- 
ple believe that these mea- 
sures will automatically 
place the economy on a 
prosperous course. I 
believe that these initial 
illusions must be dispelled. 

What is important is that 
people gain confidence in 
their government, and that 

the government works 
together with its people to 
determine mid- and long- 
term visions for the nation- 
al economy. 

It is essential that a gov- 
ernment shares with its 
people information such as 
what emergency policies 
should be adopted immedi- 


ately. and what are the 
country's mid-term pro- 
duction and export goals. 

As the government meets 
these targets one-by-one t 
the people's trust in their 
government will grow. 

On the essence of indus- 
trial policy. Dr. Kohama 
said: 

As shown in the Japan's 
experience, the essence of 
industrial policy is, U) 
cooperation between gov- 
ernment and private indus- 
try 1 ( intimate exchanges of 
information), and lii) tierce 
competition within protect- 
ed or even oligopolistic 
markets. 

It is an immense illusion 
to imagine that internation- 
ally competitive industries 
will suddenly appear sim- 
ply if industrial protection, 
capital incentive measures, 
export promotion policies 
(export financing and tax 
exemption systems), and 
policy financing systems 
are adopted and imple- 
mented. 

The second speaker at the 
seminar was Seiichiro 
Yonekura w p ho emphasised 
the concept of information 
flows. 

He highlighted the 
important roles played by 
industrial associations. 
"One of these roles, the 
knowledge/information- 
creating function between 
the government and private 
sector, is very essential to 
the success of the Japanese 
industrial policies/ 1 he 
pointed out. 

“Located midway 

between government and 
individual enterprises, 
these industrial associa- 
tions relayed information 


in both directions and 
thereby increased the 
effectiveness of industrial 
policy/ 1 Dr. Yonekura 
explained. 

He added: "Furthermore, 
industrial associations, by 
reducing the asymmetrical 
nature of information flows 
between the government 
and the corporate sector, 
created new 

knowledge/infomiaiion 
through "dynamic interac- 
tion between the two par- 
ties/ 1 

Dr Yonekura li>ted the 
following nine activities 
handled by industrial asso- 
ciations: 

1. Product promotion 

2) Labour relations 

3) Standard setting 

4> Data collection 

5) Research and develop- 
ment 

6) Providing economic 
sen 1 ices, such as joint pur- 
chasing, member dis- 
counts. management 
advice, insurance... etc. 

7) Educational serv ices 

8) Conferences and gen- 
eral membership meetings 

9 ) Public relations 

Considering the activities 
in terms of the flow of 
information between gov- 
ernment. industrial associ- 
ations and individual enter- 
prises. the speaker identi- 
fied the following four 
basic functions of industri- 
al associations: 

(a) Pressure group func- 
tion ( upward flow of infor- 
mation ) m 

(b) Policy implementa- 
tion function (downward 
flow-) 

(c) Cartel function (hori- 
zontal flow) 


td) A knowledge/infor- 
mation creation function 
(upward and downward 
(low \ . 

The expert went on to 
underline the importance 
of industrial associations 
for having promoted inter- 
action between the govern- 
ment and the enterprises. 

"By providing the gov- 
ernment with information 
on the market, on technolo- 
gy and from individual 
enterprises, they have not 
only helped to make indus- 
trial policy more effective, 
they ha\e also played the 
role of systematically inte- 
eratins financing meu- 
sures. ihe transfer of tech- 
nology, market surveys and 
export activities,'' Dr. 
Yonkuru emphasised. 

He concluded by saying: 

"In implementing eco- 
nomic controls during the 
war. Japan's industrial 
associations fulfilled the 
important function of pro- 
moting information flows 
in two directions, and in 
the post-war environment 
they have taken on roles 
not co\ ered by government 
and firms, the wide-rang- 
ing tasks of policy formu- 
lation. implementation, 
and modification, eliminat- 
ing the asymmetry in infor- 
mation between the two. 
AH this needs to be 
acknow ledged as the vital 
complementary role that 
industrial associations 
have played in industrial 
policy through the post- 
w'ar period.” 
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Bank stock swap sends AFM business up 


IV* 


THE BETTER HALF. By CSIasbergen 



They decided not to reduce my annual 
salary, but from now on a year 
- ■ ■ equals sixteen months." 


• JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 684311-699634 


AMMAN (R) — A 
multi-milHon-doUar 
exchange of Jordanian 
banking shares sent the 
value of turnover on the 
Amman Financial Mar- 
ket soaring Saturday, 
brokers said. 

The JD4.9 million 
($6.9 million) swap of 
Bank of Jordan and Jor- 
dan Kuwait Bank shares 
pushed overall turnover 
to a dizzy JD5.78 mil- 
lion and nudged the offi- 
cial share index up 0.69 
per cent to 165.68 
points. 

The total value of 
turnover on the bourse 
has been little more than 
JD500.000 a day in 
recent weeks. 

Brokers said Bank of 
Jordan Chairman Tawfiq 
Fakhouri, who is also a 
major shareholder in 
Jordan Kuwait Bank and 
supported a failed bid to 
merge the two banks 
earlier this year, sold 
shades in Jordan Kuwait 


Bank worth over JD2.4 
million. 

He sold them to the 
Housing Bank, a leading 
share owner and market 
mover on the’ stock 
exchange, in return for 
Jordan Bank shares of 
the same value, the bro- 
kers said 

Jordan Bank shares 
rose JD0.100 to JD3.200 
and Jordan Kuwait Bank 
shares rose JD0.070 to 
JD3.150. 

Brokers also reported 
foreign-backed buying 
in Arab Potash Compa- 
ny, which rose to 
JD6.130 and Jordan 
Phosphate Mines, which 
slipped slightly to 
JD3.S50. 

Arab Bank, which 
accounted for the lion's 
share of business over 
the last week, rose 
JD 1.500 to JD296.500, 
close to its record high 
of JD298 registered m 
July. 

The bank's shares are 


expected to benefit from 
Sept. 1 scrapping of for- 
eign ownersrup fimits on 
some stocks. 

Overall, rising and 
falling shares were 
matched at 14 each Sat- 
urday, with shares in 
tner 16 companies 


another 16 
trading but 
unchanged. 


no 

c]< 


osing 


The private pearl index 
of the 45 best-perform- 
ing shares in terms of 
turnover and financial 
performance, _ fixed at 
100 points at die end of 
1 994. rose 0.02 per cent 
to 80.59 points. 3.36 per 
cent down since the start 
of the vear. 


Abu Shakra Trading Agency, launches 
a new fragrance Envy, from GUCCI 

ENVY is a floral transparent, inspired by the scent 
of the vine flower, with a sparkling, shiny green 
freshness and natural sensuality. Mr. Rami Abu 
Shakra. General Manager of the Abu Shakra 
Trading Agency, introduces this new fragrance 
from Gucci Envy. 

The bottle is standing in the light, so pure you 
don't dare to touch it. It is so simple you look at 
the bottle and you dream of a woman in a pant 
suit. A bit androgynous, very confident, sexy. 
Modem and pure, shiny yet chic. Transparent 
packaging emphasising the beauty of the bottle 
almost as if there were no packaging. But you 
know it is there Envy. 

Gucci Envy is available at all Abu Shakra's 
showrooms and some refined perfumeries. 
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Venus Williams of the United States celebrates at the 
end of her match against eighth seed Anke Huber of 
Germany during the third round of the U.S. Open. 
Williams upset Huber 6-3 6-4 (Reuters photo) 

U.S. Open 


Third seed Yevgeny Kafelnikov, from Russia screams 
after losing a game in the second set of his second round 
U.S. Open match against Australian Mark Woodforde 
(Reuters photo) 


Woodforde and Williams 
wind up winners 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Australian veteran Mark 
Woodforde and American 
youngster Venus Williams 
sprang surprise victories 
Friday to advance at the 
Sil.S million U.S. Open 
tennis championships. 

Woodforde. better known 
as half of the world’s top 
doubles team with Todd 
Woodbridge, showed off his 
singles skills with a 
straight-set win over world 
number three and third seed 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia. 

Williams, 17 and ranked 
66th in the world, beat 
eighth-seeded German 
Anke Huber 6-3, 6-4 in 64 
minutes to reach the fourth 
round of a Grand Slam tour- 
nament for the first time in 
her fledgling career. 

At eighth in the world. 
Huber was also the highest- 
ranked player that Williams 
had ever beaten. 

When Huber dumped a 
shot into the net on match 
point, the lanky teenager 
skipped up the net beaming 
broadly, the beads that dec" 
orate her hair bouncing and 
clicking. 

Huber, aware that her 34 
unforced errors figured 
large in the defeat, was grim 
as she congratulated 
Williams. 

Williams admitted that 
Huber’s mistakes made her 
look a little better than she 
might have. 

"She didn’t make me play 
a lot of long points.’’ 
Williams said. 

"A lot of times she missed 
the shot. Missed a lot of 
shots in the net, a couple of 
double faults on some key 
points, so I think it was a lqt 
of her that helped me with 
that match.” ' 

Williams’ joy was 
increased by the fact that 
Huber had beaten her in the 
WTA Tour event in Los 
Angeles earlier this month. 

"This time I was really 
ready.” Williams said. “The 
last time 1 played her. I real- 
ly thought I was going to 
win, but I didn'r pull that 
one oul” 

All the other seeds in 
action advanced smoothly. 

World number two 
Monica Seles, hoping to add 
a third U.S. Open crown to 
her cache after runner-up 



Second seed Michael Chang of the United States makes a backhand return during his 
second round match against Jeff Salzenstein of the United States at the U.S. Open 
August 29. Chang won 4-6 6-2 6-3 6-4 (Reuters photo) * 


finishes in the past two 
years, reached the round of 
16 with a 6-1. 6-1 victory 
over Miriam Ore mans. 

She’ll play ninth seed 
Mary Pierce of France, who 
beat Natasha Zvereva 7-6 
(7/2), 6-1. 

Zvereva was warned for 
unsportsmanlike conduct in 
the second set after she 
swatted a bail in frustration 
and it bit a ball girl in the 
face. 

Zvereva could have been 
defaulted, but officials ruled 
she hadn’t intended to hit 
the ball girl and settled on a 
warning instead. 

Fifth seed Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa 
beat Flora Perfetti of Italy 
6-2, 7-5 to advance to a 
match with 1 1 th-seeded 
Romanian Irina Spirlea. 
who beat Lilia Osterioh of 
the United States 6-2, 7-5. 

Williams will face 
unseeded South African 


Joanette Kruger, who ended 
the run of Thai Taraarine 
Tanasugam 6-7 (2/7) 7-5, 6- 
4. 

And unseeded Sandrine 
Testud, who ousted French 
Open champ! Iva Majoli in 
the second- round, beat 
Germany’s Elena Wagner 6- 
l, 6-3 to set up a clash with 
Slovakia's Karina 

Habsudova, an 0-6, 7-5, 6-1 
winner over Magdalena 
Maleeva. 

Michael Chang, the sec- 
ond seed and runner-up here 
last year to Pete Sampras, 
gave up a set but never 
looked in real danger from 
U.S. wild caid Jeff 
Salzenstein. 

Chang defeated 

Salzenstein 4-6, 6-2. 6-3, 6- 
4 to reach the third round, 
double faulting on his first 
match point then firing his 
sixth ace of the match on his 
second 

Fifth seed Marcelo Rios 


of Chile outlasted 
Denmark's Kenneth C arisen 
6-4, 5-7, 3-6, 6-1, 7-6 (7/3). 
Pat Rafter, the 13th-seeded 
Australian, served 15 aces 
as he overwhelmed 
Sweden’s Magnus Norman 
6-2, 6-1. 6-2. 

Spanish seventh seed 
Sergi Bruguera beat South 
African Grant Stafford 6-4, 
6-2, 7-6 (7/3). 

Kafelnikov, who helped 
Woodforde as Huber helped 
Williams with a stream of 
unforced errors, became the 
highest of the five seeds to 
fall in the first five days of 
the tournament, joining 
fourth seed Goran 
Ivanisevic and number five 
Thomas Muster on the scrap 
heap. 

Woodforde lined up a 
meeting with former world 
□umber one Andre Agassi, 
unseeded this year just as he 
was when he won the title in 
1994. 
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Agassi 
feeling 
in the 

pink 

again 


NEW YORK (AFP.) — 
Former world number one 
Andre Agassi has not felt 
this good on a tennis court 
in a long time — since 
reaching the finals here at 
the U.S. Open two years 
ago to be exact. 

Agassi is shaking off the 
longest slump of his career, 
which has seen him slide to 
63rd in the rankings, and 
talking of retaking die ten- 
nis supremacy he lost after 
falling to Pete Sampras in 
the 1995 final here. 

Agassi is wearing pink 
shirts, making opponents 
blue and haring fun play- 
ing tennis for the first time 
in a very' long while. 

"I’m starting to put 
together my game again. 
It's starting to feel great to 
be out there.” Agassi said. 

“My heart, my desire, my 
will is pushing me forward 
again. I will just do the best 
I can with that. I believe 
it's enough to get back.” 
Agassi beat 107th-ranked 
Romanian Adrian Voinea 
6-0, 6-2, 6-2, here Friday at 
the U.S. Open, advancing 
to a third-round match with 
Australia’s Mark 

Woodforde. 

Agassi said he has not 
felt so good “for any period 
of time, really (in) a couple 
of years. Just feeling good 
out there again, starting to 
beat some of these guys 
like this, it feels nice. 

“I’m in famili ar waters 
again. I know I will be 


CINEMA 


• Tennis greats to honor 
Mandela: Andre Agassi and 
Boris Becker are among the 
tennis stars will gather in 
Cape Town, South Africa, 
on December 12-14 to 
honor South African presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela. The 
festival will be a charity 
function to raise money for 
the children's fund that 
bears Mandela's name. 
Other who have said they 
will attend include Wayne 
Ferreira, Leander Paes, 
Goran Ivaniseic. Todd 
Martin, Richard Krajicek 
and Mai Washington. 


■ Fan outfires pro in 
serve duel: Richard Storey, 
a 39-year-old tennis fan 
from Vancouver, Canada, 
defeated ATP Tour player 
David Witt of the United 
States here Friday in a serve 
speed challenge at the U.S. 
Open. Storey posted serves 
of 133, 132 and 126 miles 
per hour while Witt was 
clocked at 118 mph, 115 
mph and 110 mph. “I’m 
excited I won.” Storey said. 
“But I’m going to be back 
this week to try for my goal 
oft 146 mph.” Storey 
smashed a 142 -mph serve in 
warming up for the compe- 
tition, which would match 
the ATP Tour record owned, 
by Australia’s ' Mark 
Philippous'sis. Storey chal- 
lenged the ATP's three 140- 
mph servers — 
Philippoussis, Britain’s 
Greg Rusedski and Spain’s 
Julian ' Alonzo. Alonzo 
accepted but , withdrew 

Friday due to a sore right 
wrist. Witt took the chal- 
lenge after' coming; fifth in 
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Unseeded Andre Agassi from the United States hits a return to opponent 
Voinea from Romania daring their second round U.S. Open match (Renters p] 


playing even better in the 
next match.” 

Woodforde. ranked 43rd, 
pulled off the upset of the 
tournament Friday by beat- 
ing third seed Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov. Woodforde 
also beat Agassi 6-3, 5-7, 
6-3, at Indianapolis two 
weeks ago in Agassi's final 
U.S. Open tuneup. 

Agassi is 11-10 this year, 
having missed the three 
prior Grand Slams. He was 
resting during the 
Australian Open and nurs- 
ing a sore wrist during the 
French Open and 
Wimbledon. Losses had 
sapped his confidence. 

“There were times where 
just the bottom line strug- 
gle of wanting to play, but 
being a little out of sync, 
my court feel not there, 
finding guys controlling 
points against you, that's 
nor fun when you have 
experienced the top level," 
Agassi said. 

Despite the setbacks, the 
American star has not 
given up on 1997. 

“I'm making strides 
again. I can certainly get a 


little something out of the 
rest of the year." Agassi 
said. “It would be a grand 
slam to all of a sudden win 
this thing, no pun intended. 
That obviously could turn 
everything around.” 

Agassi became the first 
unseeded U.S. Open cham- 
pion since 1966 here when 
he took the title in 1994. 
But event he admits the cir- 
cumstances leading to that 
triumph were far different 
than those he faces this 
time around. 

“In ‘94, 1 was coming off 
wrist surgery at the start of 
the year," he said. “I played 
the whole year. I was work- 
ing up and building 
momentum. My game was 
there for the U.S. Open. 

"This year has been more 
up and down, less consis- 
tent of a groove. Over the 
last few weeks, it’s starting 
to come together. 

That's a great sign for the 
U.S. Open and it's also a 
great sign beyond this to 
start getting myself back to 
where I'm playing this way 
ail the time.’’ 

That -would mean getting 




back into .position to' aajg 
lenge Sampras 
number one po^hjoffi 
renewing a rivalry th^Tt^P 
nis has sorely misseff 
Agassi himself has missed| 
the thrill of elite-lev^^^S 
nis. ■ - 'Sill! 

“I miss so much 
being up top," he :said| J 
“The fact I’m die one thy: 
has kind of disappeared-for 
a while, that's kind of at the 
end of a long list of things 
that I miss. You can't start 
talking about a rivalry with 
somebody, who has accom- 
plished as much as Pete has 
until you prove you’re in 
position to challenge it I 
haven’t been there." 

There is envy is Agassi's 
voice as he reflects on the 
10 career Grand Slam titles 
of Sampras, two shy of 
Roy Emerson’s all-time 
record. 

“You can’t look at any- 
thing that Pete has done 
and do anything but marvel 
at it It's phenomenal,’' 
Agassi said. “Son .... his 
won how many Gnuid 
Slams? Sometimes 1 getfe. 
little pissed at him.” 
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Ninth seed Mary Pierce from France returns the ball daring her match against 
Natasha Zvereva from Belarus which she won 7-6, 6-1 (Reuters photo) ■ 

serve speed last year on the doubles might also help - teat Denisa Chladkoya' oh 
tour with a, 134 mph effort. Andre Agassi’s ailing game. ■ Thursday night ^-hayis left 

“If he played more doubles, thewodd num^one.plen- 
• Doubling up: Mark he wouldte more of a com- _ ty of time toGsample spine 
Woodforde. owner of 14 plete singles player, and be New York v si^ts."The r J6- 
Grand Slam, doubles titles, willing to come to -the net year-old Swiss visiteddK 


« Doubling up: Mark 
Woodforde. owner of 14 
Grand Slam. doubles titles, 
said playiag as part of a pair 
has boosted bis ability in in 
singles. Woodforde, 3 1, 
upset third seed Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov in straight sets 
at the U.S. Open on Friday, 
and said the Russian might 
benefit from more doubles 
play. “If he continues to 
play a few more doubles 
matches, 1 think be would 
be able to step it up in a sin- 
gles match, where he can 
serve and volley a whole lot 
more," Woodforde said. 
“I'm certainly a better play- 
er for playing singles and 
.doubles" Woodforde said 


more, try to serve, volley a 
little bit more,” Woodforde 
said. “Look at (John). 
McEnroe . and (Stefan) 
Edberg, great players of 
number one singles and 
number one doubles rank- 
ing at the same time. “I 
think they're the only two 
that maybe have done that 
of recent time. I wish there 
were more players that did 
that" 


• Hingis about town: The 
brevity of Martina Hingis’ 
matches — 43 min utes to 


year-old Swiss Gvi sited- 
Museum of . Modem ; Art. 
and saw a^- movie- about 
.Picasso and ^Yan >: Go^ 
Hingis had planned- to mate 
the trip incognito, buf'WS 
recognized by ^bystanders 
after about > 15 .minutM/itf 
the ticket gueue. Sbe.weo* 
for a stroU ih CentiaiGPark 
with her mother and coach, 
Melanie ; Moli tor. She also 
tried buT some rolleiblades, 
but H5igis,;-a keen equestri- 
enhe. who owns two noises 
herself, said- she was saying 
up Tier horse back riding 
expedition forthe -'second 
wee£of tbe-tournameat: : ■ 
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CINEMA 


677420 


V CONCORD j 

COVCORD « 1 - 

Th« movim «r*Ab o£ laaner Lm 

Arnold Schwarzenegger ...in 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

H2:30, 3:30. 6: 15, 8:30, 10:30) 

COVCQRfi 

ACE VENTURA 1 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00 only 


LI 


Nabil & Hi sham' ^theatre 

TEL: 625155- 

i * I** 1 

The satirical play 


amnaiaiyahq: 

■ 

performance starts at 8:30 p m- 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 . 
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Butts star Michael Jordan goes up Tor a layup (file photo) 

™ ■ 

Michael is back, and Bulls look 
like NBA title favourites again 


CHICAGO TAP) — Michael Jordan is 
coming hack, so is Phil Jackson. Seattle 
Pippen never left. And Dennis Rodman is 
expected to -bring his foul mouth and lin- 
gerie collection back to town for one mom 
season-long party. 

The hurricane of panic that blew through 
the windy city shortly after the Bulls won 
their fifth National Basketball Association 
title has subsided. Chicago fans again are 
sporting smug smiles as they begin plan- 
ning for next June s championship celebra- 
tion in Grant Park. 

Now that Jordan has agreed to another 
record-setting one-year contract — S33 mil- 
lion. a source dose to the team said — only 
the Bulls* opponents have reason to worry. 

For example, how does Pat Riley moti- 
vate his Miami Heat after publicly staling 
that Chicago is a championship lock as 
long as Jordan is wearing red and block? 

Riley and the rest of the league's coaches 
wish dial Bulls owner Jerry Reinsdorf and 
general manager Jerry Krause would final- 
ly get on with the rebuilding process they 
have been threatening for months. 

Reinsdorf said he doesn't want the Bulls 
to be the next Boston Celtics, aorice-proud 
franchise now in disarray. Krause said next 
season will be Jackson's last as coach. Pip- 
pen, dangled as trade bait before the draft 
and still fibi assnred of spending the entire 
1997-98-seascm with. die Bulls, said it will 
be his final, year in Chicago. 

Ahhougb-Jordan wanted a guarantee that 
Pippen, his close friend and fellow AD -Star, 
won't be traded* Krause said no such lan- 
guage exists in Jordan’s new contract. 

“1 can tell you flat-out,” Krause said, “It 
isn’t in there." 

Neither Krause nor Jordan's agent, David 
Falk, would comment on the value of the 
contract, which follows Jordan's record 
$30.14 million deal last season. 

But reports that he .will receive anywhere 
from $36 million .to $41 million “are way 
out of line,” said a source- who requested 
anonymity. “The number is $33 million,'' 
stQl the highest ‘salary ever for an athlete is 
a team sporL 

Falk said that although be, Reinsdorf and 


Jordan worked out terms of the contract in 
a brief meeting Tuesday in Las Vegas, 
"these things are never easy.” 

“Michael wouldn’t have accepted . an 
agreement -unless he deemed it to be fair,” 
Falk said Thursday. “Bul determining 
what's fair for maybe the greatest athlete in 
the history of sports ... we’re dealing with 
uncharted waters.” 

Just because Jordan signed a one-year 
deal, it doesn't mean he'll play only one 
more season. 

“There's no reason to make any decisions 
now,” Falk said. “But Michael certainly has 
a lot of great basketball left in him.” 

Last season, or 34, Jordan led the league 
in scoring for the ninth time. He was edged 
by karl malone for a fifth regular-season 
MVP award but then beat Malone's Utah 
Jazz in the title series to win his fifth NBA 
finals MVP. 

Jordan is the league’s all-time leader in 
scoring average, both in the regular season 
(31.7 points) and playoffs (33.6). and has 
an unmatched will to win. 

He carried the Bulls to titles in 1991, 
1992. 1993. 1996 and 1997. He retired in 
'93. playing baseball for most of two years, 
and the Houston Rockets reigned until Jor- 
dan resumed his basketball career full-time. 

Krause said the Bulls' next order of busi- 
ness is signing Rodman, the cross-dressing, 
tattoo-covered showman who is the NBA's 
best rebounder 

Jordan, Pippen, Jackson and Krause all 
say they want Rodman back. And the 
“worm” wants to return so badly that he’s 
willing to give the Bulls a behaviour guar- 
antee. 

“He’ll play for free if he doesn't deserve 
the money,” Dwight Manley. Rodman's 
agent, said Thursday. “If he doesn't per- 
form — the real meaning of that is he's 
physically able to play but is suspended for 
misbehaviour — he wouldn't expecr to be 
paid.” 

Rodman, 36, lost much of what was sup- 
posed to be $ 9 million in salary last season 
because he was suspended three times. He 
also was suspended once the previous sea- 
son. > 
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A large banner with the official Salt Lake 2002 Winter Olympics emblem adorns 
the windows above the crowd attending the unveffing ceremony in Abravanel Ball 
August 29. The* theme of the logo, which depicts the colours in Utah’s landscape, 
are contrast, culture and courage (Renters photo) 


SPORTS 

IN BRIEF 


Kaiserslautern 
storm on 

BONN fAFPl — Two 
goals from Czech 
international Pavel Kuka 
fired unbeaten Kaiser- 
slautern to a 3-1 win at 
Bochum in the German 
Bundesliga on Friday. 
Kaiserslautern lead the 
table on 13 points, six 
ahead of a group of six 
teams, including champi- 
ons Bayern Munich and 
Borussia Dortmund, who 
have seven points having 
played a came less. In Fri- 
day’s other match Henhy 
Berlin's rocky start to life 
in die top flight contiuucji 
with a 2-0 home defeat hy 
Hamburg. 

Metz win 2-1 

PARIS I AFP) — An 89th- 
minutc goal by Robert 
Pires gave Metz a stun- 
ning 2-1 win at champi- 
ons Monaco on Friday, 
maintaining their 100 per 
cent record this season. 
Pires volleyed home an 
unlikely winner for the 
visitors after Monaco had 
roundly dominated pro- 
ceedings. Metz now lead 
the table on IS points, six 
dear of Paris Saint-Ger- 
main who have a game in 
hand. Marseille moved 
into third place on eight 
points after a 1-1 draw at 
Guingamp on Friday. 


McRae confident 
in Finland 

JYVASKYLA, Finland 
(AFP) — Britain’s Cotin 
McRae was in confident 
mood after the opening 
leg of the Rally of Finland 
on Friday. McRae’s Sub- 
aru Imprcza was lying 
fifth, nine seconds adrift 
of leader Marcus Gron- 
holm of Finland in a Toy- 
ota Corolla. But the Scot 
said starting behind the 
leaders in Saturday's sec- 
ond stage would benefit 
him. “The stages have 
been getting much 
rougher as more cars have 
been going over them but 
tomorrow our position 
will benefit us because the 
smooth nature of those 
stages means that the cars [ 
in front of us will clear the 
roads of loose gravel and 
give us a cleaner run, 
said McRae. Stage 
favourite and current 
world championship 
leader Tommi Makinen of 
Finland steered his Mit- 
subishi Lancer to fourth 
place, eight seconds off 
the pace of 29-year-old 
Gronholm. 


Leonardo signs 
for AC Milan 


PARIS (AFP) — Paris 
Saint-Germain's Brazilian 
midfielder Leonardo 
ended uncertainty over 
his future on Friday by 
signing a three-year deal 
with Italian Serie A giants 
AC Milan. No details of 
the transfer fee involved 
were revealed by PSG, 
though Milan are believed 
to have paid around 70 
million francs (about $11 
million) for the player. 
‘AC Milan is die greatest 
club in the world with a 
wonderful tradition,” said 
Leonardo. “The fact that 
(Milan coach) Fabio 
Capello and (president) 
Silvio Berlusconi wanted 
me was very important in 
helping me decide.” 
Leonardo, who will be 28 
on September 5, will play 
his last match for PSG on 
Saturday night in a French 
First Division match 
against Rennes at the Parc 
des Princes. The Brazil- 
ian. who arrived at PSG at 
the start of the 1996-97 
season, bad two years of 
his contract to run with 
the French club. 


Holyfield, Moorer fight 

for heavyweight titles Nov. 8 


LAS VEGAS i AP) — Evander Holyfield returns to the ring, 
and one of this city’s biggest casino operators returns to big- 
time boxing, when Holyfield meets fellow heavyweight 
champion Michael Moorer Nov. 3. 

Holyfield will try to unify two pans of the heavyweight 
title when tie meets Moorer in his first fight since earning 
S35 million to have his ears bitten by Mike Tyson June 28. 

It also will be a chance for revenge by Holyfield. who lost 
his WBA and IBF crowns to Moorer in a close decision 
April 22. 1994. 

The tight was bought by the Mirage Hotel -Casino, which 
was once a major player in the fight game but has not held 
a big fight since Riddick Bowe beat Holyfield to win the 
undisputed heavyweight title five years ago. 

It will be held, though, at UNLV’s campus arena, which 
seats up to 19 ,000 for boxing. 

Promoter Don King confirmed Friday that the Mirage had 
bought the fight, and said a press conference would be held 
next Wednesday in New York for the formal announcement. 

Holyfield, the WBA heavyweight champion, reportedly 
will get $20 million to fight Moorer, who holds the IBF ver- 


sion of the title and will be paid about SS million. The other 
major title, that of the WBC, is held by Lennox Lewis, who 
will defend against Andrew Golota Ocl 4. 

Holyfield, the last heavyweight champion to defend the 
undisputed title in the ring, has said he wants to unify* the 
three pieces of the crown again before retiring. 

Holyfield gained a newfound celebrity status in the wake 
of the biting that led Tyson to be banned from boxing for at 
least a year and left Holyfield with the WBA title he first 
won from Tyson last November. 

Bui King reportedly had trouble selling the Holvfield- 
Moorer fight, which was being shopped around for a site fee 
of $ 5 million to S6 million. 

The MGM Grand Hotel-Casino, which has a contract with 
Tyson and King, did not bid for the fight, saying it was stay- 
ing out of boxing for at least the rest of the year in the wake 
of troubles after the Holyfield-Tyson fight that forced it to 
close the hotel's casino for a few hours. 

King said that he also talked to the Las Vegas Hilton. 
Madison Square Garden in New York and the Georgia 
Dome in Atlanta about staging the fight. 




A is ha Ayasb adjusts a crash helmet at the Middle East's first women’s car speed 
tests, held at the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan . Twenty-two women’s teams com- 
peted in the tests (Reuters photo) 

Organisers pleased with Kingdom’s 
first all-women’s speed test 


By Alia Shokri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Organisers of 
the first all-women’s speed 
test which was held at the 
Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan (RACJ) Friday 
afternoon 

are very happy with the 
results and overall interest 
in the event. 

Held under the patronage 
of His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal Ben Al Hus- 
sein and Princess Alia Al 
Faisal, 22 women out of an 
original list of 25 took part. 

“This all- women speed 
test is the firsi of its kind in 
Jordan, the Middle East and 
the probably the world," 
said Mohammad Farawati, 
head of the auto sports 
committee at Al Aswaq 
newspaper, who initiated 
the idea following a semi- 
nar held under the title of 
“Jordanian auto sports — 
reality and prospects.” 

“We were questioned by 
Randa Al Nabulsi (a well- 
known Jordanian rally dri- 
ver) about the lack of inter- 
est in women's sports and 
in women’s participation in 
auto sports in particular, 
which in turn encouraged 
us to organise such an 
event,” he added 

“This speed test was held 


in cooperation with RACJ 
and Al Aswaq newspaper," 
said Bader Rashid press 
officer and member of the 
organising committee at 
RACJ. 

He said the RACJ was 
pleased over the success of 
such an event and that par- 
ticipation was much better 
than expected for the first 
time. He added the event is 
likely to draw more partic- 
ipants in the future, which 
in turn will make the com- 
petition more intense 
because of acquired experi- 
ence by the participants. 

After the success of this 
speed test the RACJ plans 
to include all women events 
in the schedule of motor 
activities in the near future. 
“Speed tests are an oppor- 
tunity to demonstrate good 
driving capabilities and 
competition without com- 
promising safety for both 
competitors and spectators 
alike.” Rashid noted. 

The women looked tense 
and unsure of themselves 
for the first round of die 
speed test; but the second 
round showed better perfor- 
mance by the competitors 
who increased their speed 
and achieved better finish- 
ing times than the first 
round. 

The winner of this speed 


test was Tala Al Shawa with 
an overall time of 2 minutes 
24.15 seconds. The second 
place finisher was Maya Al 
Mufti with an overall time 
of 2:31.36 followed by 
Suzanne Al Tabaa in third 
place, Hala Al Tarazi fourth 
and and Dina Al Rifai fifth. 

Tala Shawa was also the 
winner and official record 
holder (for the women’s 

record) at Al Rumman (fill 

■ 

Climb earlier this month. 

There was also inter-fam- 
ily competition between 
two sisters who had hus- 
bands as co-drivers. The 
two sisters are Suzanne and 
Suha Tabaa'. Suzanne beat 
Suhn and achieved third in 
the overall timin g and the 
first in a husband-wife 
competition. 

Most of the competitors 
drove in their own cars 
except for a few who drove 
in cars donated by private 
firms and individuals. 


old and 
something 
new as NFL 
kicks-off 


By The Associated Press 

GUARD BRUCE 

matthews will find himself 
in a new city Sunday — 
Memphis. 

Matthews, who started 
212 games for the Houston 
Oilers, will start the first 
National Football League 
regular-season game for 
the transplanted Tennessee 
Oilers when they play the 
Oakland Raiders. 

Curiosity could be the 
magnet that draws many 
people to the liberty bowl 
for the American football 
game, but Steve McNair, 
Tennessee’s starting quar- 
terback. thinks they'll soon 
become Oilers rooters. 

"The fans will grow to 
love us,” be said, "Espe- 
cially as we go through the 
season and we win and 
keep winning." 

Tbe Oilers were 8-8 in 
their final season in Hous- 
ton. 

Joining McNair in the 
Oilers backfield will be 
Eddie George, who led 
NFL rookies in rushing 
with 1,368 yards in 1996. 

Jeff George, who left tbe 
Atlanta Falcons after a dis- 
pute with coach June Jones 
last season, will start at 
quarterback for tbe 
Raiders, who. led by 
Napoleon Kaufman, had 
tbe league's third-best run- 
ning game in 1996 with a 
135.9-yard average. 

In other Sunday games, 
Dallas will be Pittsburgh, 
San Diego at New Eng- 
land, the New York Jets at 
Seattle, Kansas City at 
Denver, Minnesota at Buf- 
falo, Indianapolis at 
Miami, Jacksonville at Bal- 
timore, San Francisco at 
Tampa Bay, Atlanta at 
Detroit. Philadelphia at the 
New York Giants, New 
Orleans at St. Louis, Ari- 
zona at Cincinnati and 
'Washington at Carolina. 

Chicago will play at 
Green Bay Monday night. 


FLATS FOR RENT 
(Furnished & Unfurnished) 


Floor area 265 sq.m., 

4 bedrooms, | 

deluxe condition, 


Building Location 

a 


(Location as shown) 


For more information 
call Tel. 683836 



5th Circle 
ibai Amman) 


King Abdulla Intersection 


FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor, 205 sq.m., separate entrance, 3 si. 
rooms, 3 bathrooms, garden. 7th Circle, Musa AJ 
Taib Str., parallel to Abdullah Ghosheh Str., 
opposite to Geneva Hotel. 

Please call Tel.: 821082 


Two Furnished Apartments 
In Western Shmeisani For Rent 

The first is 200 sq.m, independent first floor apartment 
consisting of two bedrooms, guest room, sitting room, dining, 
glassed-in veranda, garden , garage. 

The second is a 220 sq.m, second floor apartment consisting of 
three, bedrooms, guest room, living room, passed -in veranda. 
Each of the two apartments has '^dependent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 
Please call Tel. 665711, 664256 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Area 340 sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bath- 
rooms, 2 balconies. Impressive building, American 
style furniture. All appliances. Suitable for diplomats. 

Annual rent JD1 0,000. 

Please call 5528099 or 5520377 



Li’ 


'if'. .V-l*- .- s ". . .. 

A deluxe furnished jnsa*^ 
location. Consists of tljtee bedrooms, two 

bathrooms and 
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Saudi court finds 
British nurse guilty 


of murder 


DUBAI (AP) — A Saudi 
court has found a British 
nurse guilty of murdering 
an Australian colleague and 
has sentenced her to death, 
sources close to the case 
said Saturday. 

Deborah Parry was found 
guilty of murdering Yvonne 
Gilford, the sources said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. Her co-defen- 
dant, Lucille McLauchlan. 
was found euiltv of being 
an accessory to murder and 
given an undisclosed prison 
sentence, the sources said. 

The three-judge pane! 
issued the verdict on 
August 17, but it has not 
been made public. An 
appeals court in the capital 
Riyadh is reviewing the 
case as part of a mandatory 
appeals process that could 
last months or even years, 
the sources said. 

In London, the British 
Foreign Office cast doubt 
on the report of a guilty ver- 
dict. 

A Foreign Office 
spokesman said he thought 
it unlikely. The foreign 
office had heard the same 
report in the past two weeks 
and bad not been able to 
verify it. 

“We seek to verify' it each 
time it surfaces.” said the 
spokesman, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

In confessions they later 
retracted. Parry. 38, admit- 
ted to stabbing Gilford, 
while McLauchlan. 31. said 
she had put a pillow over 
Gilford’s face. 

According to the death 
certificate and forensic 
reports, the 55 -year-old 
Gilford died from multiple 
stab wounds and not suffo- 
cation. 

Defence lawyers argued 
that McLauchlan had not 
caused the victim's death, 
and had only tried to stifle 


sources 


her cries with a pillow, a 
source who attended the 
trial told the Associated 
Press in a telephone inter- 
view from Saudi Arabia. ' 

The nurses' lawyers have 
said the pair confessed only 
because they were told it 
would mean they could go 
home without facing prose- 
cution. 

According to Islamic law. 
the court decides on guilt 
and issues • a sentence 
accordingly. The victim's 
closest relatives have the 
right to demand or com- 
mute the death sentence, 
which in Saudi Arabia is 
usually carried out by pub- 
lic beheading. 

The victim’s brother, 
Frank Gilford, has said 
repeatedly that he wants the 
nurses executed if they are 
found guilty. 

The nurses' families in 
Britain could not be con- 
tacted for comment nor 
could their lawyers nor the 
lawyers of Gilford's family. 

Parry and McLauchlan 
reportedly were detained 
after they were seen in a 
video store using the dead 
woman's cash cards. 

The body of Gilford was 
found December 11 in her 
room at the King Fahd 
Military Medical Complex 
in the eastern Saudi city of 
Dhahran, where the three 
worked. She had been 
stabbed 13 times, beaten 
and suffocated. 

Dozens of people, mostly 
Asians convicted of drug 
smuggling or Saudis found 
guilty of rape and murder, 
are decapitated under Saudi 
Arabia’s Islamic laws every 
year. 

But no Westerner, male or 
female, has ever been 
beheaded in Saudi Arabia, a 
close ally of the U.S. and a 
traditionally pro-Western 
country. 


Cairo court rejects 
lawsuit against CNN 
in circumcision case 


CAIRO { AP) — A court 
Saturday rejected a 
$500 million lawsuit 
against CNN that 
claimed the network 
had damaged Egypt’s 
reputation by airing 
footage of a barber per~ 
forming ritual genital 
cutting on a 10-year-old 
girl. 

Judge Alaa Abbas said 
lawyer Mustafa Ashoub 
had no legal standing 
for filing the case 
against the U.S.-based 
CNN. Mr. Ashoub filed 
the case in his own 
name and on behalf of 
the girl’s father. Fathia 
Hamed. 

Mr. Abbas said Mr. 
Ashoub was not directly 
harmed by the incident. 
The judge also rejected 
Mr. Ashoub's later 
attempt to add Mr. 
Hamed's name to the 
case. . 

Mr. Ashoub immedi- 
ately said he would file 
a new law r suit in the 
name of Najla Fathi. the 
girl who underwent the 
ritual cutting. 

Mr. Ashoub had filed 
the case against CNN 
and an Egyptian 
reporter, saying that the 
network had damaged 
Egypt’s reputation. 

“It’s all right to do 
shows [on female cir- 
cumcision] but you 
shouldn't show it in this 
dirty manner.” Mr. 
Ashoub. said before the 
ruling; 

CNN “showed Arab 
and Muslim people as 
being bloody and vulgar 
people,” he said. 

He refused to com- 
ment after the ruling. 

In September 1994, 
CNN International aired 
footage showing 10- 
year-old Fathia scream- 
ing as a barber cut away 
her clitoris. Egyptians 
accused the network of 
trying to damage 
Egypt’s reputation by 
airing the footage as the 
country hosted a U.N. 
population conference. 


which Egypt hoped 

would showcase the 

nation's development. 

Mr. Ashoub demanded 
£250 million in com- 
pensation for Fathia and 
her father, even though 
the family had agreed to 
the taping. Mr. Ashoub 
also demanded another 
$250 million for devel- 
opment programmes for 
Egyptian women and 
children to help stamp 
out such practices. 

CNN has said that the 
show was not meant to 
tarnish Egypt’s reputa- 
tion but to show that the 
operation is commonly 
performed. 

Health Minister Ismail 
Saliam. has since 
banned female genital 
mutilation in hospitals 
and clinics. 

A 1996 government 
survey indicated that 
more than 90 per cent of 
Egyptian women have 
undergone ritual genital 
cutting, which ranges 
from cutting the hood of 
the clitoris to removing 
the entire clitoris and 
tissue surrounding the 
entrance to the vagina. 

Typically performed 
on girls between 8 and 
12 years old. it can 
cause haemorrhaging, 
scar tissue, cysts, sexual 
difficulties and prob- 
lems in childbirth. 
Many believe the opera- 
tion curbs a girl’s sexu- 
al appetite or enhances 
cleanliness. 

It is often carried out 
by midwives and bar- 
bers in villages and 
poor urban areas. 

The court also reject- 
ed a $100,000 lawsuit 
by journalist Nivine 
Yehia against Mr. 
Ashoub and 

Information Minister 
Safwat A1 Sherif. Ms. 
Yehia, the reporter 
named in Ashoub's suit, 
said she had been 
defamed in the Egyptian 
press, which had called 
her a traitor for organis- 
ing the CNN shoot. 


Yilmaz party 
expels two 
far-right 
deputies in 
Turkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Mesut Ydraaz’s 
conservative Motheriand 
Party on Saturday expelled 
two far-right deputies for 
cooperating with the 
Islamist-led opposition in try- 
ing to defeat the government 
in a parliamentary vote. 

CemD Cicek and Ali 
Cosknn acted along with the 
opposition and voted against 
a government-backed anti- 
Islamic school law in parlia- 
ment in mid-August. 

Motherland's disciplinary 
committee said in a statement 
that it had ruled to expel the 
two men from the party in 
retaliation for their move to 
counter Mr. Yilmaz ’s order to 
support the bilL 

In the vote, parliament 
passed the controversial 

school bill, which has 

angered the Islamist Welfare 
Party of former premier 
Necmettin Erbakan and its 
supporters, despite efforts by 
the opposition and the two 
dissident Motheriand 

deputies. 

Despite Saturday’s expul- 
sions. Mr. Yilmaz's secular 
three-party coalition govern- 
ment, also backed by a left- 
wing party and nearly 20 
independents, still has a clear 
majority in the 550-seat par- 
liament 

Mr Yilmaz replaced Mr 
Erbakan, who resigned in late 
June following months of 
nits between the Islamist-led 
former government and 
Turkey’s secular army gener- 
als over the increase of 
Islamists influence. 

Under the new law, hun- 
dreds of state-run secondary 
schools with religious educa- 
tion and training imams, or 
local Is lamis t leaders, will be 
closed. 


Survivors of worst Algerian 
massacre tell horrific story 


PARIS (R) — Survivors of 
Algeria’s single most bloody 
massacre told in harrowing 
reports on Saturday how “ter- 
rorists” blasted their way into 
village houses to hack to death 
children and women begging 
for their lives. 

Some pregnant women were 
disembowelled. Those fleeing 
were shot or axed and their 
bodies burned. Scores of young 
girls were taken away to pro- 
ride sex for the attackers. 

At least 98 people were 
killed and 1 20 wounded during 
the four-hour nightmare in Sidi 
Rais south of Algiers, accord- 
ing to official figures. 

The authorities blamed 
Islamists for the killings. About 
60,000 people have been killed 
in the north African country 
since the authorities in January 
1992 scrapped a general elec- 
tion dominated by the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS). 

“We cried with all our force 
but no one came to rescue us.” 
one traumatised young man 
told A1 Watan newspaper, 
which reported witnesses say- 
ing more than 300 were killed 
Police in Sidi Rais said 230 
had died: 90 women. 30 
babies, 55 children and the 
same number of men. 

State television showed 
smoke rising from blackened 
bouses and rescuers carrying 
limp forms in blankets to 
ambulances. Villagers watched 
silently or wepL 
The slaughter followed five 
nights of other massacres, two 
bombs in Algiers, and one in 
Oran city in the West, in which 
a total of more than 300 other 
people were killed 
Prime Minister Ahmad 
Ouyahia went on television to 
promise more security mea- 
sures for rural communities, 
the targets of most massacres. 

The government vowed that 
“terrorists” — Algeria's official 
term for Islamist rebels — 
would be eradicated But 



A group of volunteers dig Saturday in the region of Rais the tombs of the 200 to 
300 Algerians, according to local residents, who were massacred early Friday in 
the bloodiest single atrocity in Algeria's five year's of blood-letting (AFP photo) 


Algerians, who have heard this 
since violence erupted in 1992, 
demanded more concrete mea- 
sures. 

Adding to the honor of Sidi 
Rais, scores of the youngest 
and most beautiful women 
were dragged off for “tempo- 
rary marriages” — forced sex 
before being abandoned and 
killed 

Liberte newspaper said about 
100 women, none older than 
24. were taken. “Kill us... we 
would sooner die....,” it quoted 
one as screaming. 

Some of the victims were 
guests who had come to cele- 
brate a boy’s circumcision. 

“There were a lot of guests. 
The terrorists burst in and cut 
the throats of everyone there 
except the women they decided 
to take with them... They took 
the young girls, young 

wives ’’ one young man told 

AJ Watan. 

Another young man, crum- 
pled up near a truck, could be 
seen sobbing. “They took his 
wife and daughter.” said a 


neighbour, trying to comfort 
him. 

Le Matin newspaper said 50 
women were taken. 

One young woman who sur- 
vived told how several famili es 
barricaded themselves in one 
villa. The rebels blasted down 
the door, surged in and cut the 
throats of everyone. 

Others set fire to houses 
where residents had fled to 
rooftops, while those canohr 
fleeing on foot were shot or 
axed, doused in petrol and set 
on fire. 

Two newspapers on Saturday 
said more than 40 people had 
been killed in two other mas- 
sacres the same night. Liberte 
said 38 people had their throats 
cut in Maaiba some 225 kilo- 
metres south of Algiers. Five 
were killed, and two girls kid- 
napped, in Frais Vallon district 
of Algiers. 

AI Watan said 40 people died 
in Maaiba, including four chil- 
dren aged 12 to 14. Three 
teenage girls were abducted. 

Isolated communities have 


long feared attacks. Just two 
days before Sidi Rais, 64 peo- 
ple were killed in Beni Ali in 
the same area. 

“They came from out of the 
mountain crying like jackals. 
They cut off the electricity, 
then the heads of the people 
and put them outside the 
doors,” .AJ Khabar newspaper 
said of that massacre. 

Hundreds in foe area fled iso- 
lated communities to seek safe- 
ty in BHda and cither towns. 

The authorities have armed 
some villagers — formed into 
bands called "patriots” — to 
protect some communities 
since the massacres started last 
November. But many more 
have said they were left 
defenceless. 

In mounting criticism of the 
authorities, voiced by newspa- 
pers and opposition politicians 
after the Sidi Rais slaughter. Ai 
Watan said Saturday: “Algeria 
is foe only country in the world 
where assassins return regular- 
ly and in total impunity to foe 
place of foe crimes.” 
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Motorola, the company that brought 
you the first cellular phone in the 
world, now brings you the ultimate 
in portability. 

StorTAC" - the first truly wear- 
able cellular telephone that gives you 
virtually unlimited talktime, thanks 
to the swap and calk battery feature, 
is available in a range of packages to 
suit your needs. 

It also gives you advanced 
features such as full fax 
and data capability, 

Vibracall™ and a quick 
access key- making it 
simple to use. .. 




What you never thought possible * 





WoMta Ml StorTAC ora MdBrartB of Mom* he. C COpyotfK l H7 MoMh. 



Thousands 
of Copts flock 
to see "Virgin Mary'” 

SHENTENA AL 

HAGAR (AFP) — 

Thousands of Coptic 
Christians have flocked 
to this village north of 
Cairo over the last two 
weeks to see what has 
been described as images 
of the Virgin Mary hover- 
ing at night over a 
church. “I saw the Virgin 
Mary with my own eyes 
on Friday and Saturday 
night,” said Mervat 
Nabil, 42. a teacher. “Her 
glowing white silhouette 
has appeared three times. 
“She circled around the 
church tower and nodded 
to her followers below,” 
she said 

Safari park 
offers ‘gay* 
animals theme day 

AMSTERDAM (AP) — 
A Dutch safari park is 
organising a special tour 
for homosexuals so they 
can see “gay” behaviour 
in the animal kingdom. 
Up to 3,000 homosexuals 
are expected to attend 
next month's “theme 
day” at the Beekse 
Bergen Safari Park in 
southern Netherlands. 
“Our guides will tell sto- 
ries about animals and 
their homosexual behav- 
iours,” park spokesman 
Goof Lukken said 
Thursday. Lukken said it 
is believed that some 300 
species display homosex- 
ual behaviours, but he 
stressed they shouldn't 
be compared to human 
homosexuality. 

Westminster Abbey to 
charge admission fee 

LONDON (R) — 

London's Westminster 
Abbey will introduce an 
entrance fee of $8.10 
next March to try to cum 
back a rising tide of visi- 
tors, a spokesman said on 
Friday. More than two 
million people a year 
visit the Abbey, a stone's 
throw from the Houses of 
Parliament, and Church 
officials say the often 
noisy crowds are ruining 
its spiritual atmosphere, 
“churches are there for 
people to worship in and 
they are being stopped 
from doing that because 
of the hustle and bustle 
and all the thousands of 
tourists.” the spokesman 
said. 

Hooker wants 
to play ‘the blues* 
in his own clob 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
— Buddy Guy did it. So 
did B.B. King. Now, 
John Lee Hooker is set to 
open his own blues club 
in San Francisco. John 
Lee Hooker’s Boom 
Boom Room will cele- 
brate its grand opening 
October *3. the San 
Francisco Chronicle 
reported Wednesday. 
“When I ain’t working. 
I’ll be there.” said 
Hooker. “I’ll greet the 
people and play the 
blues. Tf B.B. can do it. 1 
can do it,” said Hooker, 
wfoo celebrated a birth- 
day last week that he 
denied was his 80th. 

Sex line to promote 
condom use among 
homosexuals 

NIJMEGEN t AFP) — A 
Dutch local health 
authority is to use a tele- 
phone sex line to encour- 
age homosexuals to wear 
condoms, the authority 

said here Saturday. The 
authority is to hire an 
erotic phone line for two 
hours a week, staffed by 
a volunteer prepared to 
talk about callers' wildest 
fantasies as long as the 
importance of wearing a 
condom is mentioned at 
some point during the 
conversation. Clients will 
not be told they are con- 
nected to a service set up 
to work for the preven- 
tion of AIDS. 
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